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Welcome Back! 

Rally Weekend is our time to welcome everyone back for 
another year of growing in the grace and love of God. No mat-
ter how far you have travelled this summer, how busy you’ve 
been the past couple of months, or if you’ve just stayed close 
to home, Rally Weekend is  our official “Welcome Back” as 
we commit again to another year of spiritual growth and 
“KICK OFF” our SONday School, Catechism, Mid Week Bi-
ble Club, and many of our Adult Spiritual Formation minis-
tries.  

So, how will we “Welcome Back” everyone on Rally Week-
end? Perhaps the best way is to be around all the children as 
we welcome them back to SONday School with a special ex-
tended Children’s Sermon and high-energy kick off program 
in the Fellowship Hall. There will be popcicles, songs, and  a 
time to meet and greet new class members and teachers.  We 

invite parents to bring their children into the Worship Center to start off the day! 

Rally Weekend is also a time for the rest of us to catch the children’s enthusiasm and excitement as we begin a year reflecting 
in our worship services, the story of the Bible - from Genesis all the way to Revelation. Each week we will take an important 
Bible story and see it in terms of the overreaching story of God’s rescue, saving, and healing of his creation. Come and hear 
about “The Most Expensive Meal in History” as we start the journey of God’s story with Adam and Eve. In addition, there 
will be lots of information about other Adult Spiritual Formation opportunities as well as Catechism and Youth Ministry min-
istries. For more information please check our website: www.graceandover.org.  If you haven’t registered your child(ren) yet 
for the various programs this Fall, you can use the online forms or register your children in the Fellowship Hall before and after 
Rally Weekend services.  Please remember Rally Weekend is the time when we switch the times of our worship services 
to begin our Fall Worship Schedule. 
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Worship and Church School Schedule for Rally Day 
Please take note of the service times and the different types of  

worship styles to best suit your worship preferences.  

Saturday, September  8 

 5:00 p.m. SATURDAY NIGHT CONTEMPORARY  SERVICE with kids invited to worship at 
the beginning of the service. Kids will be excused to the Fellowship Hall after the 
Children’s Message. 

Sunday, September 9 

  8:00 a.m. WORSHIP - Traditional Lutheran Book of Worship 

  9:00 a.m. WORSHIP - Blended Traditional Worship with Celebration Kickoff for  
  SONday School - children are invited to worship with parents and will be ex-

cused after a special Children’s Sermon for a celebration. 

10:20 a.m. WORSHIP - Contemporary Praise Service with Celebration Kickoff for SONday 
School - children are invited to worship with parents and will be excused after a 
special children’s Sermon for a celebration. 

 

http://www.graceandover
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www.graceandover.org 

“I’m an Empty 
Nester!” 

Empty Nesting is what 
they call it. Diction-
ary.com defines it as: 
“The stage in a family's 

cycle when the children have grown up 
and left home to begin their own adult 
lives.” And it includes a helpful little note: 
For parents, the empty nest sometimes 
results in midlife anxiety. As Jeannie 
and I get ready to send the last of our five 
children off to college this year (I can’t 
believe we have five children in college at 
the same time!) I am indeed feeling a bit 
unsettled and apprehensive about this 
cycle of my life. A multitude of questions 
keep popping up in my mind: “Will I feel 
lost and disoriented because I’m no longer 
going to cross country meets, choir and 
orchestra concerts, making sure there’s a 
car available for a son or daughter’s work 
schedule, helping with a school paper, or 
the other countless parental responsibili-
ties I have?” “What will I do with the ex-
tra time?” (I’m joking!) “Will the food bill 
be reduced?” “What will we do with all 
the quiet time?” “How will Jeannie put up 
with me all the time?” “Will I miss them 
all too much?” 
 

As I reflect upon our upcoming “empty 
nesting”, I love that Dictionary.com re-
minds me that this moment is a natural 
“stage” and normal part of the “cycle” of 
life. It’s a part of normal parenting and 
helps me reflect upon all the joyful and 
challenging moments throughout my chil-
dren’s lives. It seems as though it was just 
yesterday when I was changing the twins 
diapers or Kurt was following me with 
his little toy lawnmower as I cut the 
grass. I still smile as I remember playing 
with Kyle’s matchbox cars on his bed. 
And as I remember all of their life stages 
as infants, toddlers, children, youth and 
now young men, it seems as though I 
can’t remember the anxiety, stress and 
worry about each of the stages of parent-
ing. Instead, I am filled with gratitude for 
God’s grace which seemed to flow all the 
time! 

 

But I think there is something more im-
portant about emptying nesting. It brings 
me back to a beginning and foundation of 
the family cycle…my life as a husband and 
married man. Can I admit I’m a bit anx-
ious AND excited about the stage of “just 
Jeannie and me?” It seems so long ago 
when we were without children. I strain 
to remember…but it was fun…it was 
good…and it was exciting! From the many 
comments I have received from other 
“empty-nesters,” this is a wonderful stage 
of reconnection, deep love, different pos-
sibilities and yes, fun! Frankly, I’m look-
ing forward to a different type of focus on 
life and not feeling pulled by sports, 
school activities, and the immediate par-
enting issues. (Maybe I’m also looking 
forward to clean bathrooms!) 
 

Different stages of life can be anxious mo-
ments in our lives. But they also can be 
moments of refocus, growth, and discov-
ery. In some ways I believe this is happen-
ing to us at Grace right now. Soon we will 
we begin a feasibility study with J. D. 
Klote & Associates to assess a possible 
capital fund drive to finally attack our 
long-term mortgage debt and building 
needs. It will be an important time to ask 
once again: “What is our purpose? Why do we 
exist on the corner of Bunker and Round Lake 
Blvds.?” Some might say that by ignoring 
our debt and building issues, we have 
acted as adolescents and not thought far 
enough ahead to prepare for what God 
has planned for us. (This is a common 
thing for teenagers, right!) And by making 
a commitment to deal with our long-
terms issues, Grace is leaving behind ado-
lescence and entering a new stage of 
adulthood. And whenever this happens, 
many feel anxious! But I’m hoping most of 
us feel excited! 
 

Why? Because as we embrace this next 
cycle of church life and move to 
“adulthood,” we have the possibility to 
recommit and refocus on our vision to be 
a ministry of Grace in the heart of Ando-
ver. We’re going back to our beginning 
stage.  
 
Continued on page 3... 

Pastor Mark’s Remarks: 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/anxiety
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Pastor Steve’s Remarks: 

A Personal Note of Thanks 

It is good to be back from vacation. Two 
weeks away was exactly what I needed 
after a wonderful, but busy year. I want to 
take a moment to thank this congregation 
for your incredible support in my life, both 

personally and professionally. 

This time last year I honestly didn’t know how I was going 
to make it. We had spent the Spring months of 2011 trying 
to hire a full-time High School Director. That didn’t work 
out, so I entered the Fall knowing that I was going to be 
adding full-time school to my already full list of 
responsibilities at Grace. It seemed impossible on paper, 
but, that’s where Grace kicked in. 

I’m talking about Grace at two levels. First of all, it was only 
by the grace of God that He gave me strength to meet all the 
deadlines and hopefully minister to this community with 
integrity and fulfill my responsibilities. Thanks be to God! 

Secondly, I’m talking about you, the community of Grace 
Lutheran Church. Without your love and support, I could 
have never made it through this past year. It all starts with 
an incredibly supportive leadership staff. Pastor Mark has 
been my greatest encourager on this journey. Had he and 
Ralph not have given me the space and trust to balance all 
this in my own way, it would have never worked. Their 
leadership and support was infectious to the rest of the 
staff. Everyone has been so patient with my schedule. 
Working with a wonderful staff team—Jeannie, Tom, 
Monica, and Kim—and an excellent support staff—Kris, 
Tyree, and Bonnie—along with an amazing army of 
volunteers makes doing ministry at Grace possible and 
enjoyable. Finally, my wife and children have been behind 
this venture at every step. Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

Many people have asked why I am in school. That’s a great 
question. I feel God has called me down this path so that I 
can better understand what it means to be a missional 
congregation, and how I can best help Grace move forward 
into an ever-changing world. I hope to share the insights I’m 
gaining at school with you, so that, together we can discern 
what God is doing in Anoka county and be a nimble and 
active part in that mission. God is continually creating 
something new, every moment, and we are invited to join 
the Spirit to be co-creators of this new thing. 

That brings up another issue in which you have been 
supportive and patient. I’m talking about the process of 
transferring my ordination into the ELCA. I began this 
journey in December of 2010 and have filled out stacks of 
paperwork and been grilled by several different committees 
since then.  I am pleased to announce that this process has 

finally come to an end and I am now legit.  My approval went 
through at the beginning of August. Now Grace can officially 
call me. 

Let me set the record straight. I am staying at Grace. I’ve 
heard that some people are wondering if I would go to a 
different church once I was rostered. That is not the case at 
all. Grace is the church God has called me to serve, and I look 
forward to many years of partnering with you in God’s 
mission in Anoka county. 

Now it’s time to roll up our sleeves and get ready for another 
great season of ministry. I am looking forward to teaching 
catechism, high school Dojo, Sunday Evenings @ Grace, 
building leadership teams, and being part of the preaching 
and worship team on a weekly basis. I know it is going to be 
a great year together. Are you ready? 

For those of you who are social media types, I invite you to 
connect with me in three ways: 

Follow my blog: www.stevethomason.com 

Friend me on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/
StevenPThomason 

Or Follow me on Twitter: @StevenPThomason 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Mark’s Remarks:  
Continued from page 2 
In the next couple of months you’re going to hear the same 
question over and over again: “How do we fit Into God’s marvel-
ous work in our world?” And the answer will be the same:  
“ Being the Ministry of Grace in the Heart of Andover.” 
It’s who we are! It’s how we began! It is our foundation as 
we continue to experience God’s grace and forgiveness in 
Jesus,  and let it pour out on others. And that’s an opportu-
nity for joy and excitement! 
So as my “nest” is empty and my heart is full of anticipation 
for this next stage of life, God has blessed me with a won-
derful wife and five great children, as well as a wonderful 
faith community called Grace. And no matter where He 
calls us, I know this simple truth…His grace will be 
enough! 

     In Him, 

     Pastor Mark 
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In 1967, a group of 58 families answered God’s 
calling to establish a new family in Andover 

called Grace Lutheran Church. This group had the foresight 
and commitment to start a ministry of grace in the heart of An-
dover.  Since that time, Grace has persevered through strug-
gles, encountered many changes, experienced joy and laughter, 
and found we are a community of believers who have a com-
mon bond in Jesus Christ. 

As we look to a future that continues to be a ministry of Grace 
in the Heart of Andover, we see many possibilities that God is 
laying before us. But in order to be ready for God’s plan at 
Grace, we need to be set free from our current debt.  Through 
much conversation and prayer, the Vision Board and leadership 
at Grace are bringing James D. Klote & Associates here begin-
ning September 24th to initiate a Capital Campaign Feasibility 
Study. 

Here are a few reasons why JDK&A was selected above several 
other companies: 

 Full time on-site presence at Grace to minimize impact on 
the staff and on-going ministries before, during, and after 
the campaign. 

 Proven track record of successful campaigns – all very 
positive references! 

 Increase in spiritual formation and sense of stewardship 
within the congregations JDK&A has served. This was 
created through the involvement and emersion of the cam-
paign manager in ALL aspects of the life of the church they 
served. 

 Maintains a goal to reach every congregational family dur-
ing the campaign. 

 All congregants are treated equally and respectfully by 
JDK&A no matter the amount given. 

 

Now, what is a Feasibility Study (Readiness Assessment)? 
Typically, this study lays the groundwork for a capital cam-
paign. It is a four week assessment including informal focus 
group meetings and personal interviews. This process will help 
us obtain feedback, cultivate interest, determine and prioritize 
needs, and gauge congregational support for a Capital Fund 
Drive. After the feasibility study has been completed, a report 
will be provided to the Vision Board. Then, next steps for a 
Capital Fund Drive will be determined. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Note from the Church 
Administrator 

 

 
After Labor Day, watch from more communication re-
garding this exciting opportunity here at Grace so that 
you may learn about how we can be set free from our debt 
and care for the facility God has given us. With God’s 
help, being freed from our debt will allow us other excit-
ing missional opportunities to be a ministry of Grace in 
the Heart of Andover and throughout the world. 

Please pray for our congregation, staff, and Vision Board 
as we seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance to continue the 
process started by a few faithful and committed families 
in order to meet the Vision we have been given here at 
Grace. 

 

May the Lord bless you and your families! 

 

     In Him, 

     Ralph 

 

Here is a snapshot of our Income and Expenses through 
July 31st. While we have worked hard to reduce our ex-
penses this year by $18,500 (almost 4% from 2011), our 
receipts have also dropped by $10,000 this summer com-
pared to 2011. If you have fallen behind in your giving over 
the summer, September is a great time to catch back up! 
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The Music Corner! Vision Board: Pat Walters 
Where has our summer gone?  With the Minne-
sota State Fair in full swing, Labor Day weekend 
just around the corner, and school starting, the 
“unofficial” end of summer is upon us.  Starting 
September 9, Grace will return to having three 
Sunday services at 8:00, 9:00 and 10:20 a.m. 

In addition, Rally Weekend is September 8/9 with SONday 
School at the following services:  Saturdays at 5:00 p.m. and 
Sundays at 9:00 and 10:20 a.m. 

Dear Grace family, 
 
By the time you read this, Lindsay and I will 
be in town and I will have started my journey 
as a member of the team here.  Now, how-

ever, we are surrounded by boxes, making lists, checking 
things off lists, making calls, taking calls, saying goodbye... 
 
We wanted to thank you for your prayers for our move - our 
house had 4 offers on it, and sold quickly.  We were also 
able to find a suitable place in Coon Rapids; that house 
should close early in September.  We are overwhelmed by 
God's blessings and grateful to have a fairly smooth transi-
tion, especially considering the financial climate in recent 
years. 
 
I am excited to meet you and hear your stories, to begin the 
journey together as we explore together the wonderful 
privilege of worshiping God and sharing our ministry. 
 
Blessings, 
 

Jonathan (and Lindsay!) Orwig 

Vision Board Meeting - August 
The August 2012 Vision Board meeting 
was called to order at Pat Walters’ home.  
A motion was passed to accept the July 
2012 minutes. 
 

Ralph Holbrook presented Pastor Mark’s 
report, as Pastor Mark was on vacation.  
The summer programs have touched 

many.  A few of the summer program events including Sum-
mer Dojo, Habitat for Humanity, Family Fishing Trip, Feed 
My Starving Children, Garret Ebling Book Signing – Collapsed 
(Ebling is a survivor of the 35W bridge collapse), blessing of 
the backpacks and giving out Kindergarten Angel Pins. 
 

Lori Ackerson provided information regarding the Haiti Mis-
sion trip, which was a success!  Approximately $34,000 - 
$36,000 was raised.  The original goal was $16,000.  The do-
nations funded: 200 hens, 200 chicks for the broiler house, 
two chicken coops, building a community kitchen for a 
school made out of cinder block walls, wood and concrete 
(this is not your run-of-the-mill kitchen – it does not and 
will not have appliances), a roof to protect it when it rains; a 
future well on a property; two playground sets:  one for two 
separate schools; wages for 11 Haitians for 5 days as carpen-
ters and truck drivers (driving crew back and forth from 
house to site).  A Haitian’s normal wage is $4 per day.  These 
workers were paid $25.  Also given were 60 Bibles and Chris-
tian story books.  It is possible two donkeys will be pur-
chased.   Those who went on the mission trip now have a 
renewed awareness of everything we have here in Minnesota.  
The Haitians are friendly, welcoming and open to visitors – 
not something that is done here. A discussion was held as to 
how we can say thank you to the people who gave donations.  
There has been discussion for a mission trip in 2014. 
 

It has been brought to the Vision Board’s attention as to the 
safety and upkeep in and around Grace, i.e. the sidewalk in 
front of the church and the parking lot.  Ralph advised he is 
in the process of obtaining a quote in order to repair the side-
walk.  The parking lot is on Grace’s wish list.  These con-
cerns, along with other items, will be used for the feasibility 
study.  The meeting was closed at 8:45 p.m. 
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Upcoming Events: 

We invite women of all 
ages to join one (or more) 
of the following women’s 
ministries at Grace.  We 
welcome you to a place to 
connect with others, a 
space where you can be 

real, a time to be encouraged, and an opportunity to 
grow in faith and friendships! 
 
Monday Night Women’s Group – This small group 
will meet from 7 – 8:30 pm Monday nights at Grace, be-
ginning Sept. 10.  Experience the encouragement of 
women while learning more about Biblical truths for 
everyday living.  
Contact:   Joan Hackleman   763-753-4191  or   
  Kris Shields     763-421-6094  
 
Ruth Circle – This Bible study group meets the first 
Wednesday each month at 1 pm at Grace, gathering or-
dinary women to learn more about our extraordinary 
God.  All are welcome! 
Contact:   Jan Galvin   763-421-0668 
 
W.O.W.  (Women on Wednesdays) – W.O.W. meets 
from 9:30-11am each Wednesday at Grace, beginning 
Sept. 12, with childcare provided for a small fee.  There 
will be a variety of studies offered this fall, as the laugh-
ter, learning and ‘wow’ moments continue.   Come and 
try WOW just once if you’d like! 
Contact:   Jeannie Hellmann   763-421-6520,  
  Ext 122  or  jeannieh@graceandover.org 
 
Grace Quilters – Join the laughter as we sew and tie 
beautiful quilts each Wednesday morning, beginning at 
9 am.  Quilts are donated to those in need, locally and 
globally.  No experience required -- just come to enjoy 
the connections and community.  
Contact:   Jan Galvin    763-421-0668 
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry –We knit and crochet shawls 
and lap blankets that will be given to folks who are ill or 
home bound. Our goal is to weave prayers of comfort 
and hope into each project, sharing God’s grace with all. 
Contact:  Jean Griffin 763 767-9981;  
  jea_gri@msn.com 
 
 

Sunday Evenings @ 
Grace 

Sunday Evenings @ Grace is 
shaping up to be an amazing of-
fering for the fall. We will have 
our usual venue of meeting to-
gether for delicious food, large 
group teaching, and small group 
conversation. The fall semester begins on Sunday, Octo-
ber 7 and meets for seven Sundays, ending on November 
18. Each session runs from 5pm-7:30pm. Child care is 
available. 

Fall Courses: 

Animate.Faith  
Taught by Pastor Mark 
 

This is a brand new DVD cur-
riculum designed for people who are investigating faith 
and want a safe place to wrestle with real questions. 
Each lesson highlights a different well-known teacher 
e.g. Brian McLaren, Mark Scandrette (who led our RE-
NEW weekend last fall), Nadia Bolz-Weber, Laura 
Winner, and others. Pastor Mark will lead the discus-
sions and facilitate an authentic space for exploration 
and deepening in faith, at whatever level each person 
may be. This is a great opportunity to invite friends who 
you know are asking the important questions,  but might 
be skeptical about the organized church. 
 

The Church Unleashed: A Walk through the 
Book of Acts taught by Pastor Steve 

This course will walk through the early years of the 
church. We'll see the first generation of Jesus-followers 
take their baby steps, fall flat on their faces, and experi-
ence the fresh wind of God's Spirit change the world. 
We'll then ask ourselves how God can use us to be that 
same kind of force that brings God's message of healing 
and reconciliation to our own neighborhoods. 

 

Divorce Care  
Facilitated by Deb Stang 
 

The nationally known DVD series is an incredible tool to 
help people who have recently been divorced or are in 
the process of going through divorce. Few things can 
damage a soul like the fracturing of a marriage. This se-
ries will form a support group of people that can learn to 
grow in God’s grace and encourage each other to move 
toward healing and restoration. This is a great opportu-
nity to invite friends from your life who may not have a 
church home to come and experience Grace at multiple 
levels.  
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For the Oct. 13 date, type in “Lutheran Churches” as we are  
serving with other area churches. 

1. Choose the date and time that you’d like to volun-
teer, then click “join” 

2. Click “confirm” 
3. You will be prompted to set up an account the first 

time you register, then it will be easy to reserve or 
change your volunteer spots on line. 

 

If you do not have access to a computer, please call the 
church office to register  421-6520. 

 

You can make a  
BIG Impact! 

  
Plan NOW to join us as we pack 
meals at Feed My Starving Children 
on the following dates: 

Sat. Sept. 29  9 – 11 am 
    
Then mark your calendars for these 
special packing events: 

Sat. Oct. 13 – Grace is combining our efforts with other 
local ELCA churches, seeking 350 volunteers. 

Sat. Oct. 13  9 – 11 am;  11:30 – 1:30 pm;  
 2 – 4 pm   

 
Nov. 16 & 17 – Grace will host a MARATHON PACK-
ING EVENT sending 750 volunteers to FMSC! 

Fri. Nov. 16  8 – 9:30 pm 

Sat. Nov. 17  9 – 11 am; 11:30 – 1:30; 2 – 4 pm;   
   4:30 – 6:30; 7 – 9 pm  

 
Feed My Starving Children is a Christian nonprofit hunger 
relief organization, founded in 1987. The food mixture was 
formulated by Minnesota food scientists to address the 
needs of children suffering from malnourishment.  Volun-
teers package 100% of the food.  Then Christian and hu-
manitarian relief organizations partner with FMSC to de-
liver the food to children in 70 countries around the world. 

 
In 2011, more than 565,000 volunteers joined Feed My 
Starving Children to package over 133 million meals for chil-
dren around the world. Each meal costs only 22 cents to 
produce, yet provides key nutrients a starving child needs 
to survive and thrive. The meal ingredients include: 

  Rice  The most widely accepted grain around the world.  

 Soy   Maximum protein at a low cost.  

 20 Vitamins and Minerals (with vegetarian chicken flavor)  
Nutrition and flavor.  

  Dehydrated Vegetables Nutrition and flavor. 

  

Choose the time & dates that you’d like to serve, then 
register on-line!    Here’s how: 

1. Go to website www.fmsc.org  

2. Click  “Register to volunteer” 

3.     Click “Permanent site” to register on line 
4. Click “Join an existing group or family” 
5. Under group name, type in “Grace Lutheran” 
 

 

Give 2 hours and change the life of   

God’s children! 

Sign up today! 

 

Baptism Class for Older  
Children: 
If you have a child in 4th grade or above 
that has not been baptized and would 
like to learn more about this process, 
don’t miss this great opportunity.  A 
class day and time are currently being 
decided for the Fall. Please contact the 

church office if you are interested at 763-421-6520.  We look 
forward to sharing this special time with you. 
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Upcoming Events cont’d: 

Living out our name, 
“Grace” by Serving with 

Family Promise! 
 
Here is an amazing opportunity to 
live out our name of ‘Grace,’ to share God’s grace in very 
tangible ways as we host Family Promise guests the week 
of Sept. 2 – 9.  As a faith community of willing volunteers, 
Grace will provide lodging, meals, caring hospitality and 
overnight security for families in our community who are 
experiencing homelessness.   
 
 

Family Promise of Anoka County (FPAC) is an interfaith 
hospitality network, providing temporary shelter, hospi-
tality, and case management for families with dependent 
children.  In collaboration with 18 local congregations and 
countless volunteers, Family Promise helps families to re-
gain housing, independence and dignity during a time of 
need. 
 
 

The FPAC van transports guests to Grace each evening for 
dinner and an overnight stay at the church.  Then after 
breakfast, families are returned to the Day Center in Coon 
Rapids, and from there the children go to school while par-
ents go to work or use the resources at the center to seek 
employment and housing. 
 
So how can we live out our name of ‘Grace’?    We can be 
the hands & feet of Jesus, sharing God’s grace, by serving 
our Family Promise guests in one or more of these ways: 
 

Cook an evening meal for 16 people 

Be an Evening Host – dine with our guests and spend 
an evening with the FPAC families 

Set up and take down beds - (airbeds provided by 
FPAC). 

Donate food staples, i.e. milk, juice, bread, fruit and 
snacks.  

Be an Overnight Host from 8:30pm to 7am, (yes, you 
get to sleep here at church) 

Transport guests in the Family Promise van, either at 7 
am or 5pm 

Cook a Hot Breakfast for our guests on Sat. morning, 
Sept. 8th. 

Donate a gas card (any amount) for transportation 
costs. 

 

      
   

PLEASE join us in living out our name of ‘Grace’ as you 
volunteer to serve with Family Promise.  Please sign up on 
the blue opportunity pages during worship or contact Jeannie 
Hellmann, 763 421-6520, ext. 122,  jeannieh@graceandover.org 

 

Family Promise Volunteer Training will be held on Tues. 
Aug.28 from 6:30-8 pm at Grace.  All volunteers serving with 
Family Promise are asked to attend at least one training event. 

 

 

Parent University 

Coming this Fall! 
 

The primary spiritual leader for youth is 
the parent/guardian. The Youth Ministry 
of the church is simply a supplement and 
a place to equip parents/guardians to 
guide our youth. This reality has inspired 
us to experiment with a new dimension 
to Catechism. We’re calling it Parent 
University. That’s right, P.U., because it 
really stinks when you don’t know what’s going on! 

We invite parents of Catechism students (and any other par-
ents, for that matter) to come together on five Wednesday 
nights over the next year. We’ll meet in the Fellowship Hall 
during the normal Catechism time slot (6:30-8:00) while the 
small groups are meeting elsewhere. P.U. has three objectives:  

1. Inform parents/guardians about the upcoming topics that 
we will cover in Catechism so that families can have in-
formed conversations about these topics at home.  

2. Create a forum to address parenting issues.  

3. Allow parents/guardians to connect with each other and 
hopefully make new friends and find a supportive com-
munity.  Please RSVP to Pastor Steve if you would like to 
attend: stevet@graceandover.org. 

 

The dates for P.U. are: 

September 12 
October 10 
November 14 
January 16 
April 3         Don’t Miss It! 
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OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

There are many opportunities to reach out beyond our selves 
and beyond our church building to share God’s grace with 
others.  Look over the list, pray about your involvement and 
take a step towards serving others.   You may be stretched 
beyond your comfort zone, but you may also be blessed be-
yond your dreams . . . as we seek to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus! 

Faith & Community Partnership with Sand Creek  

Elementary School 

This Faith & Community Partnership is a collaborative effort 
with Anoka Hennepin School District to connect schools 
and faith communities.  Our church is connecting with Sand 
Creek Elementary School to respond to children and families 
in need, as we seek to share God’s grace in tangible ways, 
such as bike helmets, clothing and quilts as well as support-
ing staff and families. 

Contact:   Pat Walters 763 427-5840                  
  Dawn Perra 763 753-6996 

Family Promise 

This ministry provides safe lodging, nutritious meals and 
caring hospitality to local families without homes.  Coordi-
nating this ministry with other area churches, Grace will 
host families Sept. 2-9 and Dec. 9-16.  Volunteers participate 
in this ministry by cooking food, donating supplies, or serv-
ing as a host to families one evening or one overnight. 

Contact: Jeannie Hellmann  763 421-6520     
je 

Family Table Meal 

On the third Sunday of each month, volunteers prepare and 
serve a complimentary and nutritious evening meal for those 
in need within our community.  Join the excitement of this 
outreach ministry by cooking meals, donating desserts, serv-
ing the food or greeting guests.   

Contact:   Mary Fitz  763 208-9889 
  Michelle Healy   763 576-8420    
 mi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outreach Opportunities: 
 

Feed My Starving Children 

Volunteers pack life-saving meals that will be shipped to 
children around the world.  Two hours of your time can 
really make a difference, especially in the life of a starv-
ing child!  Join other Grace volunteers as we serve at 
Feed My Starving Children on the following dates: 

Sat. Sept. 29 (9 – 11 am),   

Sat. Oct. 13-9  (11:30 – 1:30pm) or (2-4 pm) 

Fri. Nov. 16 (8 – 9:30pm) 

Sat. Nov. 17 (9-11am), (11:30-1:30pm), (2-4pm), (4:30-
6:30), or (7-9pm) 

Contact:  Jeannie Hellmann 763 421-6520
  jeannieh@graceandover.org 

 
           

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May All Be Fed Food Shelf 

Grace provides food to the needy in our local community 
through our May All Be Fed food pantry.  Volunteers 
donate food, stock shelves, pre-bag groceries and provide 
financial gifts to support this on-going ministry.  All ages 
of volunteers are welcome. 

Contact:  Chris Pace  763 444-7812
  dpace065@aol.com 

 

Operation Christmas Child 

Share the love of Christ with a precious child by filling a 
shoebox with gifts and personal items, then  Samaritan’s 
Purse Ministry will deliver these boxes to children in 
need around the world. People of all ages can be involved 
in this simple, hands-on mission project while focusing 
on the true meaning of Christmas – Jesus Christ!  Shoe 
boxes will be collected in November. 

Contact:  Dawn Perra  763 753-6996
  dawnperra@hotmail.com 

 

Our Savior’s Shelter 

On the first Monday of every month, servants from 
Grace put their faith into action by preparing and serv-
ing a meal at this homeless shelter in Minneapolis. Vol-
unteers are welcomed on a monthly basis or one-time 
serving opportunity.  Please note that many families and 
small groups enjoy doing this ministry together!   

Contact: Anne & Pete Weikle 763  862-8845
  weikle3@msn.com 

 

   

     

mailto:jeannieh@graceandover.org
mailto:michelle.l.healy@wellsfargo.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
7:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study 
5:00 PM Worship 

2 
Family Promise 
8:30 AM Blended 
Worship 
10:00 AM Contempo-
rary Worship 
5:30 PM Family 
Promise 

3 
Family Promise 
Labor Day 
OFFICE 
CLOSED! 
5:30 PM Family 
Promise 

4 
Anoka-Hennepin 1st 
Day of School 
Family Promise 
10:00 AM Golden Rule 
Yoga Class 
2:30 PM Farmers Mar-
ket 
5:30 PM Family Prom-
ise 

5 
Family Promise 
9:00 AM Quilters 
9:30 AM WOW Leader-
ship Team Meeting 
1:00 PM All Staff Meet-
ing 
1:00 PM Ruth Circle 
5:30 PM Family Prom-
ise 
6:00 PM Music Acad-
emy 
6:30 PM Catechism 
Orientation (6th Grade 
& New) 

6 
Family Promise 
5:30 PM Family 
Promise 
6:30 PM Yoga 
Devotions  
7:00 PM SIZZLE 
Ministry Team 
Meeting 
7:00 PM Worship 
Team Practice 

7 
Family Promise 
5:30 PM Family 
Promise 
5:30 PM Grand-
ner/Stoll Re-
hearsal 

8 
Family Promise 
Rally Day! 
7:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study 
10:00 AM Celiac Support 
Group 
2:30 PM Grandner/Stoll 
Wedding 
5:00 PM Worship & SON-
day School 
5:30 PM Family Promise 

9 
Rally Day! 
8:00 AM Traditional 
Worship 
9:00 AM Blended 
Worship & SONday 
School 
10:20 AM Contempo-
rary Worship & SON-
day School 
2:00 PM Wahl Memo-
rial Service 
3:00 PM High School 
Dojo 

10 
6:30 AM Men's 
Bible Study 
6:30 PM Boy 
Scout Troop 414 

11 
Patriot Day 
10:00 AM Golden Rule 
Yoga Class 
2:30 PM Farmers Mar-
ket 
6:00 PM Cub Scout 
Pack 414 
6:00 PM Girl Scout 
Troop 14042 
6:30 PM Vision Board 

12 
9:00 AM Quilters 
9:30 AM WOW 
10:00 AM Leadership 
Team Meeting 
6:30 PM Catechism 
Kick Off 
6:30 PM Parent Univer-
sity 
6:30 PM Rockin' Kids 
Bible Club  
6:45 PM Adult Choir 
Practice 

13 
6:30 PM Yoga 
Devotions  
7:00 PM Adult Min-
istry Leadership 
Huddle 
7:00 PM Worship 
Team Practice 

14 15 
7:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study 
9:00 AM Baptism Class 
5:00 PM Worship & SON-
day School 

16 
Baptism Sunday 
8:00 AM Traditional 
Worship 
9:00 AM Blended 
Worship & SONday 
School 
10:20 AM Contempo-
rary Worship & SON-
day School 
3:00 PM High School 
Dojo 
5:30 PM Family Table 

17 
6:30 AM Men's 
Bible Study 
6:30 PM Boy 
Scout Troop 414 
7:00 PM Mon-
day Night 
Women's Group 

18 
10:00 AM Golden Rule 
Yoga Class 
2:30 PM Farmers Mar-
ket 
6:00 PM Cub Scout 
Pack 414 
6:00 PM Girl Scout 
Troop 14042 
6:30 PM Andover HS 
FCA Movie Night! 
7:00 PM "Own Your 
Faith" Mentor Training 

19 
9:00 AM Property Team 
Meeting 
9:00 AM Quilters 
9:30 AM WOW 
10:00 AM Leadership 
Team Meeting 
5:30 PM Catechism 
Leader Meeting 
6:30 PM Catechism 
6:30 PM Rockin' Kids 
Bible Club  
6:45 PM Adult Choir 
Practice 

20 
6:30 PM Yoga 
Devotions  
7:00 PM Worship 
Team Practice 

21 
6:00 PM Cleve-
land Rehearsal 

22 
First Day of Autumn 
7:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study 
2:00 PM Cleveland Wed-
ding 
3:00 PM Bush Retirement 
Party 
5:00 PM Worship & SON-
day School 

23 
Parent Blessing for 
Own Your Faith 
8:00 AM Traditional 
Worship 
9:00 AM Blended 
Worship & SONday 
School 
10:20 AM Contempo-
rary Worship & SON-
day School 
3:00 PM High School 
Dojo 
3:00 PM Own Your 
Faith Kick-Off 

24 
6:30 AM Men's 
Bible Study 
6:30 PM Boy 
Scout Troop 414 
7:00 PM Mon-
day Night 
Women's Group 

25 
10:00 AM Andover 
Ramsey Mom's Club 
10:00 AM Golden Rule 
Yoga Class 
2:30 PM Farmers Mar-
ket 
6:00 PM Cub Scout 
Pack 414 

26 
9:00 AM Quilters 
9:30 AM WOW 
10:00 AM Leadership 
Team Meeting 
6:30 PM Catechism 
6:30 PM Rockin' Kids 
Bible Club  
6:45 PM Adult Choir 
Practice 

27 
6:30 PM Yoga 
Devotions  
7:00 PM Worship 
Team Practice 

28 29 
Bible Sunday! 
7:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study 
9:00 AM Feed My Starving 
Children 
10:00 AM The Amazing 
Race! 
4:00 PM Amazing Race 
Dinner 
5:00 PM Worship & SON-
day School 

30 
Bible Sunday! 
Family Promise 
8:00 AM Traditional 
Worship 
9:00 AM Blended 
Worship & SONday 
School 
10:20 AM Contempo-
rary Worship & SON-
day School 

 

30 cont’d 
3:00 PM High 
School Dojo 
5:00 PM Con-
nect Class 
5:30 PM Family 
Promise  
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Youth Happenings: 
High School  
Ministries 
Leadership Gets a  
Facelift! 

 

We are expanding our high school leadership 
team this year. We're calling it SaLT (Servant and Leader-
ship Team). SaLT will be divided into four teams that each 
focus on a different value and purpose in our ministry. The 
Connect Team will plan the social events and the fun con-
nection games at our weekly Dojo on Sunday afternoons. The 
Grow Team will consist of our tribe (small group) leaders. 
The Equip Team will be a 
team of students who work 
with me to teach the weekly 
lessons. The Serve Team will 
plan the service events that 
help our students be the hands 
and feet of Jesus in the world. 
If you want to serve on any of 
these teams, please contact me 
at stevet@graceandover.org. 

 
Our Focus this Year! 

The Dojo (our weekly high school meet-
ing) and Own Your Faith are converging 
this year as we launch a new project.  

We are going to spend the year helping 
each student create a personal "How Do 
We Fit?" profile. We are going to look first 

at how God has uniquely created each one of us by exploring 
personality types, spiritual gifts, and our own family stories. 
Then we will explore the faith that God is forming in each of 
us as we creatively interact with the three parts of the Apos-
tle's Creed. The three sections are: 1. How do I fit in God's 
creation? 2. My Journey with Jesus. 3. How the Spirit con-
nects me to the church and the world. At the end of this year 
each student will have a creative presentation that is com-
pletely unique and captures who God is forming them to be. 
I can't wait to get started. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Middle School Ministry 
Catechism is the heart of our Middle 
School Ministry. Our curriculum is 
on a three-year rotation. This year 
we will focus on the Apostle's Creed 
and the Lord's Prayer. Students are 
formed into small groups with an 
adult leader and a high school junior 
leader. 

 
Own Your Faith 
Mentor Training 
 

OYF Mentors will receive 
essential training for a 
successful OYF year dur-

ing a one-time training session on September 18th from 
6:30-8:00 in the Nap Room. 

 

This is our High 
School event to kick 
off the new year with 
lots of fun. This year 
the Amazing Race 

will have teams of  High School Students running 
around downtown Minneapolis hunting for clues, solv-
ing puzzles, and racing to be the victor. Form your 
teams, wear your colors, and race for the coveted golden 
shoe award! OK, so maybe it’s not that coveted, but it 
really is a lot of fun and a great way to include new stu-
dents into our High School Ministry. Invite your friends. 
September 29, 10am – 6pm. Check out photos from last 
year on our facebook page HSM@Grace 

 
Sleep Out Against Homelessness 
Sleep Out | Rock Out | Knock Out 
This event is for Middle and High School students. 

From 4pm Thursday, October 
18—8am Friday, October 19, 
we will be joining hundreds of 
other Metro youth to form a 
cardboard box city at the Min-
nesota State Fairgrounds. This 
event is designed to help youth 
learn about and fight against homelessness in our cities.  

Each student will sleep overnight in a cardboard box to 
see what it feels like to have nowhere safe to sleep at 
night. There will also be a time of live music and fun 
with a DJ on Thursday evening. To learn more, visit our 
w e b s i t e  o r  c o n t a c t  T o m  B a k e r  a t 
tomb@graceandover.org.  If you have any large boxes or 
pieces of cardboard that you would like to donate, please 
contact Tom Baker. 

OYF Kick-Off Sunday 
We are going to start off the OYF year in a new way this 
year. On the weekend of  September 22/23, OYF students 
will choose the worship service in which they want to par-
ticipate and we will have a blessing ceremony for the stu-
dents and their parents/guardians as a part of the regular 
service. Then, that afternoon from 3pm-5pm there will be a 
very important Kick-Off event for OYF students and par-
ents/guardians. Mark this day on your calendar! 
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 Service to Others: Graceful “Servant” 
Opportunities! 

 
Did you know that it takes ap-
proximately 75 volunteers each 
weekend in order for us to hold our 
worship services here at Grace? 

 
Did you know that “church shoppers” and those new to 
the area, typically look for their new church home during 
the months of August and September?   
 

At Grace, we have lots of amazing opportunities to serve 
those who come through our doors, simply by helping 
prepare for worship through ushering, greeting, setting 
up for communion, greeting at the Welcome Center, read-
ing prayers or Scripture or even volunteering in the office. 
If you like to meet new people and enjoy being part of a 
team...this is a great opportunity to share your gifts and 
talents and serve your community of faith at the same 
time.   
 

Be on the lookout for servant opportunities in the bulletin 
and on the blue sheets, or contact Tyree McDowell in the 
church office at 763-421-6520 ext. 120 or via email at 
tyreem@graceandover.org.  The gift of your time will be a 
great blessing to us here at Grace. 

Be a part of the  
‘WELCOME to GRACE’ 

Team! 
 

First impressions are lasting!  When some-
one walks into the doors of our church, 

what will their first impression be? 
 
We seek to welcome and encourage all who enter our doors, 
leaving a ‘grace-filled’ first impression (and lasting impression 
too.)  So to that end, we invite you to be a part of the 
‘WELCOME to GRACE’ team, serving as a Greeter at the 
Front doors, as the Welcome Center Host/Hostess, or as a 
CONNECTOR . 
 
The ‘Welcome To Grace’ team includes: 

Friendly Greeters at the front door before each wor-
ship service, extending a warm greeting and an out-
stretched hand of welcome, serving at  one worship 
service, once a month 

Cheerful Welcome Center Hosts /Hostesses, wel-
coming visitors and answering questions, serving  at 
Welcome Center before & after one worship service,  
once a month. 

CONNECTORS attend the CONNECT class, meet-
ing people who are joining our church community, 
then reach out to this new member/family to help 
them connect to other people and ministries at Grace. 

 
Please prayerfully consider joining the ‘WELCOME to 
GRACE’ team and leaving a “grace-filled” impression on peo-
ple’s lives!  Then please contact Jeannie Hellmann, at 763-421-
6 5 2 0,  ex t .  12 2  o r  s e nd  y o ur  e ma i l  t o 
jeannieh@graceandover.org.  All questions are welcomed, and 
all volunteers are welcomed too! 

Sonday School Volunteers 
Needed! 

At Grace we want to partner with you 
in raising, parenting and teaching your 
children about Jesus Christ.  Please 
prayerfully consider God's leading you 

to join us in His awesome adventure this year in Chil-
dren’s Ministry.   Being such a special part of this ministry 
will not only change the life of a child, but can revolution-
ize you and your family’s life also!  Please contact Kim 
DeVries or Monica Allen if you are interested, or if you 
need more information, Sign up on the yellow opportuni-
ties sheets in the Worship bulletins! 

Youth Helpers are needed for all SONday School Hours, 
Sat. at 5 p.m. and Sun. at 9 & 10:20 a.m.  Teachers are 
needed for all hours too, but especially for Sat. night 
and Sun. at 10:20.  Sr. High youth are welcome to be 
teachers too! 
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Children Ministry: 

September Baptism Workshop  

Baptism is an important step in the life of 
a family.  A Baptism Workshop will be 
offered for parents who would like to 
have their child baptized at Grace, on 
Saturday, September 15 at 9:00am.  Dur-
ing the workshop, you will have an op-
portunity to explore what Baptism means 
for you and your child, as your family 
takes this step in your faith journey. We 

will share with you, insights on raising a child who knows 
and loves God. The next Baptism Workshop will be No-
vember 10 at 9 a.m.  Please contact Monica Allen at moni-
caa@graceandover.org or the church office to sign up for 
the workshop. 
  

Rockin’ Kids Bible Club  

Beginning, Wednesday, Septem-
ber 12th, kids age 3 yrs – Grade 5 
are invited to join us as we learn 
about the Prophets this fall.  We 
will explore what we learn through storytelling, music, 
games, crafts, and the Bible.  Returning this year is the ever 
popular Malt Night.  We will also be learning music to 
share in worship each month.  Registration forms are avail-
able at the Welcome Center. 
  

Rockin’ Kid’s Bible Club cannot happen without great 
volunteers.   We ask that you prayerfully consider sharing 
your time with these awesome kids.  Each week, we need 
Small Group Leaders who will take the children through 
the night, get to know them, and lead them each week in 
our Unpack It time.  We have Activity Leaders  which in-
clude Crafts, Games, or Bible Discovery; leaders come in 
once a month to guide the groups through the night’s ac-
tivity.   Both adults and Sr. High youth are encouraged to 
volunteer.  Adults and kids can  register today. Registra-
tion forms are available at the Welcome Center or contact 
Monica Allen at monicaa@graceandover.org or 763-421-
6520 #116. 
 

Nursery 

Sunday mornings are FUN in 
the nursery!  Volunteers get 
great rewards like giggles, 
laughter and hugs!  Come 
make a difference in the lives and families of the youngest 
ones at Grace Lutheran.   Adults and Youth are needed to 
serve at the Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday, 8, 9, and 10:20 a.m. 
services.   Please sign up now to be included in the Septem-
ber-December schedule.  Please contact Monica Allen if 
you are able to be a part of this great team!  moni-
caa@graceandover.org or 763-421-6520 #116. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

  

 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rally Weekend! 

All children will begin in worship with their 
families.  Children will be dismissed after the 
Children’s Message to the Fellowship Hall 
where we will Kick-Off the new SONday 
School Year with music and prayer..  Kids will 
meet their teachers and each class will go to 

their classroom for that week’s lesson.  Kids will be picked up 
in their classrooms.  Volunteers will be happy to direct you to 
your child’s class.  Registrations are available on-line, at the 
church office, or registration tables will be in the education 
area on Rally Weekend.   

Bible Weekend! 

On Saturday September 29th at the 
5:00 Service, and Sunday Septem-
ber30th during the 9 & 10:20 Ser-
vices, we will be presenting Bibles 
to our 3 year olds and 3rd graders! 
 
God’s Word our Holy Bible, is the 

solid rock of Worship.  Therefore, we as a church believe 
there is no better place to receive a Bible than in Worship, a 
place where we come before God to celebrate and lift praise.   
 
Parents will also be asked to come forward during Worship 
where they will receive their child’s Bible, and in turn will 
present it to their child.  This is one way in which our parents 
can fulfill the vows they made to their child during Baptism.  
Children can remain with their families for the entire worship 
service. 
 
Please call the church office at 421-6520, and let us know 
which Worship Service you and your family plan on attend-
ing.  
 
*Please stay tuned for upcoming Bible classes for children! 

 
 

mailto:monicaa@graceandover.org
mailto:monicaa@graceandover.org
mailto:monicaa@graceandover.org
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Children’s Ministry cont’d:  

Children’s Ministry 
Training  Schedule! 

All volunteers in Children’s 
Ministry this fall are re-
quired to attend a Training 
Event.  In order to build a 
cohesive team and to ex-

plore, experience, and implement our curriculum and new 
formats, this is a must! 

 

SONday School Teacher Training: 
 
We have two opportunities, you need to choose one.  
This is not a meeting for youth helpers. 

Wednesday, September 5 at 6:30-8 p.m. 

Tuesday, September 11 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Rockin’ Kids Bible Club: 

Wednesday, September 12 at 5:45 p.m. 
 

Nursery:   
 All Youth and adults: 

Tuesday, September  25 at 6:30- 7 p.m. 
 

Youth Volunteer Training : 
For all Nursery, Rockin’ Kids Bible Club, Faith Explorers, 
and SONday School assistants: 

Tuesday September 25 at 7-8 p.m.  

This is mandatory for all youth who want to be involved in 
 Children’s Ministry! 

Golden Rule Childcare: 

Golden Rule is excited to announce that we have com-
pleted Phase 1 of our playground renovation.  It includes a 
new sand area, gardens and an interactive water area with 
bubbling rocks.  We have also added a new climbing struc-
ture with a climbing wall, slide and an attached tire swing.   

Stop by and see what a great learning environment we 
have been blessed with! 

We are very excited for our new school year to start on 
September 4th.  Our Toddler Program is currently full and 
we have limited openings in our Preschool Program.  

We will be hosting our first annual “Fall Family Fun Day” 
on September 29th from 11:00 – 1:00.  It will be a great op-
portunity for new families to get to know other Golden 
Rule families.  We will also be having a 1k walk/run that 
day for the children to participate in.  This event is spon-
sored by our Parent Advisory Committee. 

Fall pictures are being taken on Tuesday September 
25th.  We will have both individual and class pictures 
taken. 

If you would like a delicious glass of cold lemonade while 
exploring the Farmers Market, stop by and see us at our 
Lemonade Stand.  We want to thank John Tillery for let-
ting us share his space.  The funds from our lemonade 
stand will go towards Phase 2 of our playground. 

We hope that everyone is having a blessed and fun filled 
summer, and we look forward to meeting more Grace fami-
lies at Golden Rule this Fall. 

     

Tami Mielke, Director 

Golden Rule Child Care 
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Thank You Grace: 

Grace2Haiti 

Highlights from the Mission trip to Haiti 

We would like to extend 
a heartfelt THANK YOU 
for all your prayer sup-
port, financial donations 
and genuine care given to  
our adult Mission Trip to 
Haiti, July 20-27. Not only 
did you fund a variety of 
projects to help the peo-
ple in Luly and William-

son, but you gave each of us an amazing gift too . . . the op-
portunity to see what God’s generosity, kindness and love 
can do in the world! 

While a few of the projects are still in the “construction” 
phase, please know that you have personally helped the 
beautiful people of Haiti in very practical and tangible 
ways.   Our “ministry of Grace in the heart of Andover” has 
reached all the way to Haiti, providing these blessings: 

 

 Two Chicken Coops (one for egg production and one     
for meat production) 

 All construction materials and the 400 chickens for 
these chicken coops 

 Two  playgrounds – one at the school in Luly and an-
other at the school in Williamson 

 A water well to benefit the community of Williamson 

 Construction jobs for 11 Haitians at $25/day (instead of 
Haitian minimum wage of $4/day) 

 A kitchen at the Williamson school. This allows the 
school to cook and serve in a building instead of an al-
ley way. 

 60 Haitian Creole Bibles and 20 Christian Story books 
for children. 

 

Our hearts have been stretched, our lives have been 
changed, our bodies have been overheated, and our thank-
fulness continues to overflow . .  to God and to you, the 
community of Grace! 

 

Thank you from the entire Grace2Haiti Team! 
Lori & Greg Ackerson, Carol & Jason Hoopman, Lily 
Tunby, Jackie Glockner, Tari & Daron Yates, Anne & Scott 
DeFoe, Mike Schaaf, Joel Anderson, Stacy Surratt, Candy & 
Ralph Holbrook, Joel Leger, Jeannie Hellmann. 

 

Dear Grace, 

Thank you so much for the gift card 
you gave me and for the reception on 
Sunday.  I was so touched, not only by all the best wishes I 
received from everyone, but also by the positive response 
about joining Grace.  I carry the Spirit of the community 
with me to Luther and look forward to the future opportu-
nities of serving along side the people of Grace!   

     Blessings, 
     Pastor Karri 

Dear ACT team, 
 

Greetings to you all. I do not have the exact words to 
thank you for all the work that you do; for praying for us 
above all. It is so amazing seeing how far we have come 
since November 2010! Glory be back to the Almighty God. 
May God bless you all and your families. 
 

The construction of the 
water tank at Kabaale 
S s an je  Sec o nda r y 
school in Rakai, 
Uganda is almost com-
plete. The constructor 
is finishing the last 
parts. He will be in-
stalling the gutters 

soon. This tank was constructed on the building for a girls’ 
dormitory so that it can get water for girls to control their 
movement to the wells during the dry season.  
I will be taking video clips of its opening once the school 
resumes at the beginning of September. 
We are very grateful for the support from Jeannie and 
Grace Church. 
 

Yours in service, 
Richard Richie Mutaawe  
Administrative/Sponsorship Director 

Dear Grace Family, 

Thanks so much for all of your thoughts, prayers, calls and 
cards these past few weeks.  The surgery was successful!!! 
You are all so kind and thoughtful. 

    God bless you all! 
    Evelyn Johnson 
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Sunday Evenings @ GraceSunday Evenings @ GraceSunday Evenings @ Grace   
The Fall semester begins on Sunday, October 7 and meets for 

seven Sundays, ending on November 18.  

Each session runs from 5pm-7:30pm with dinner  

& fellowship included.  Childcare provided!  
 

   Courses this Fall include: Courses this Fall include: Courses this Fall include:  

Animate.Faith  
Taught by Pastor Mark 
 

This is a brand new 
DVD curriculum de-
signed for people who 
are investigating faith 
and want a safe place 
to wrestle with real 
questions.  

The Church Unleashed:  
A Walk through the Book of Acts  
taught by Pastor Steve 
 
This course will walk through the early years of the 
church. We'll see the first generation of Jesus-
followers take their baby steps, fall flat on their faces, 
and experience the fresh wind of God's Spirit change 
the world. We'll then ask ourselves how God can use 
us to be that same kind of force that brings God's 
message of healing and reconciliation to our own 
neighborhoods. 

Divorce Care  
Facilitated by Deb Stang 
 

The nationally known DVD series is 
an incredible tool to help people 
who have recently been divorced or 
are in the process of going through 
divorce. Few things can damage a 
soul like the fracturing of a marriage. 
This series will form a support group 
of people that can learn to grow in 
God’s grace and encourage each 
other to move toward healing and 
restoration.  


