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No Turning Back! 
 

 “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back, is fit for the king-

dom of God.” 
 

Grace’s Lenten Journey begins on Ash Wednesday, February 13th as we 

start our 40 day journey to the cross of Good Friday, and the empty tomb 

of Easter. At the heart of our Lenten journey is a call for us to follow Jesus 

in deep and authentic ways; yet we often find our intentions are not so eas-

ily connected to our follow through. Like many, would be disciples who 

came to Jesus with the best intentions and said: “I will follow you wher-

ever you go,” we find that many things get in the way. When that happens, 

we are tempted to turn back. 
 

This is why we begin on Ash Wednesday with repentance. We admit we 

often turn back from following Jesus, or give in to self-centeredness and 

pursue the wrong things. To publically admit our shallow commitment to 

follow Jesus, ashes are marked on our foreheads and words are spoken: 

“Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return.”  It is the time 

we seek to hear again, God’s righteousness, forgiveness, and love. 
 

Lent is a long journey. It is a 40 day period of spiritual investment. During this journey, we set aside time for deeper mo-

ments of prayer, worship, fasting, acts of charity, scriptural meditation and Bible reading…all meant to help us step away 

from those things that hinder us in our spiritual journeys, as well as prepare us for the celebration of our Lord’s Resurrection 

on Easter. 
 

In order for us to reflect upon the ways we are tempted to “turn back”, our weekend worship services will focus upon some  

meaningful parables Jesus taught his disciples: The Good Samaritan,” “The Fig Tree,” The Lost Coin,” “The Prodigal Son,” 

and The Rich Man and Lazarus.” All of these parables will help us reflect upon God’s forgiveness, grace, and call to live 

deeper as Jesus’ disciples. 
 

In addition to our weekend worship, a 7:00pm Wednesday Evening Lenten Service will be of-

fered each week. We will watch a powerful Video Series entitled “On Our Way: Conversa-

tions about Christian Practices for Living a Whole Life.” Taught by some of today’s most 

passionate and intentional disciples of Jesus.   

 

In order to deepen our Lenten journey, we are asking everyone at Grace to consider the follow: 
 

Make Weekend Worship and Wednesday Vespers services a high priority. 
 

Join us for “Lenten Suppers” on Wednesday nights at 5:30pm from February 20-March 20. 

This is a time of fellowship and community around a simple meal, as various Grace minis-

tries prepare and serve the meal each week.   
 

Use the daily Bible readings in the Grace Lenten Brochure which is available at the Wel-

come Center in the Lobby or on our website. 
 

We invite you to the Journey….the journey where there is no turning back from the love and 

forgiveness of God, shown to us at the cross of Jesus. May this be a time to be challenged! 

May it be a journey when we are assured of God’s forgiveness and love. But most of all, may it 

be a time for us to deepen and follow Jesus to the cross of Good Friday and the empty tomb of 

Easter morning. 
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Pastor Mark’s Remarks: 

Will You Be Happy 

This Year? 

All I need to be happy is 

$162,000! That’s what a 

recent article in the Min-

neapolis Star Tribune re-

ported! Apparently Skandia Interna-

tional, a British firm specializing in off-

shore investment solutions developed a 

“wealth sentiment monitor,” which asked 

5,000 people in 13 countries how much 

money they needed to feel happy. And 

the average answer was $162,000 (in 

U.S. Dollars). 
 

I was eager to learn more, so I continued 

to read how the company determined the 

“happiness level.” 
 

The figure dipped to $85,781 for ever-

stoic Germans to a high of $276,150 

from Dubai residents, who presumably 

are otherwise melancholic. 
 

The survey also went a step further, ask-

ing how much money it would take to 

feel wealthy. In a word….more. 
 

Citizens of Singapore said they’d need 

$2.91 million to feel wealthy, while 

Americans low-balled the feeling at $1 

million. (from the Variety h+g  E section 

of the Star Tribune, Dec. 5, 2012) 
 

So, all we have to do is manage to 

scrounge together $162,000 and we can 

all be happy! Forget being wealthy! Cer-

tainly if we sell our homes, cars or dip 

into our 401k plans, we should be able to 

come up with enough to finally find true 

bliss and delight! Isn’t that better? 
 

Of course, I can’t get that pesky little 

verse from Acts 20:34 out of my head.  

As Paul bids his friends farewell and de-

parts for his certain death in Rome, he 

reminds them of the Lord’s words: 

“You’re far happier giving than get-

ting.” (The Message).  I find myself 

wondering who has it right…the people 

at Skandia International or Jesus? 
 

My experience tells me Jesus. In fact, as 

I reflect upon the conversation and 

prayerful decision that Jeannie and I 

reached when we were asked to sac-

rificially support the Free2Be Grace 

Campaign, I have to be honest and 

say I feel excited, blessed, and alive 

a bit differently. Am I happier? I’m 

not sure, as we’ve recently faced 

costly repair bills to our hot water 

heater, furnace, and cars. What I’m 

probably feeling is more like con-

tentment or joy, which I think is 

closer to the biblical definition of 

“happy.” And as I reflect wider on 

my life, I believe that I am happiest 

giving…to God, my children, 

Jeannie, and to those in need. What’s 

more, the happiness I get from get-

ting seems to be so “short-lived.” 
 

As we gathered this month for the 

“kick off” Event at Majestic Oaks on 

January 13 and started a year of sac-

rificial “giving,” I hope you felt ex-

cited, joyful, blessed, and yes, 

happy!  For we celebrated that God 

is doing some great things at our 

church! And now in our Free2Be 

Grace campaign, he is giving us a 

chance to reflect upon his blessings 

as he invites us to give for a great 

future at Grace. And my hope for the 

year is found in this truth – it is bet-

ter to give than get! 
 

Blessing upon the New Year! 

Pastor Mark 
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Pastor Steve’s Remarks: 
   

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Happy New Year! The beginning of a new 

year is a great time to think about spiritual 

formation. It is a time when we naturally 

take assessment of our health in all areas—

financial, physical, emotional, relational, 

professional. We see where there is flab and 

make plans to get into shape. Do you know 

what ties all these things together? They’re all spiritual. 

Spiritual Formation is not just about reading your Bible 

and praying. It is about letting God be the center of eve-

rything we are and do. 

That’s why I’m so excited to tell you about what’s hap-

pening at Sunday Evenings @ Grace this semester. We 

will offer five different courses that touch on different 

aspects of life. If you’ve never tried Sunday Evenings, I 

invite you to invest eight weeks—from February 24 – 

April 21—and see what kind of a difference it can make 

in your life. 

 

Sunday Evenings @ Grace Lineup 

This Spring we are offering the most exciting lineup of 

courses yet. We’ve got growth and equipping opportuni-

ties in many different areas. The goal of Sunday Evenings 

@ Grace is to create a relaxed environment where adults 

can gather to eat, connect, and grow deeper in faith and 

service. 

When and Where? 
Sunday, February 24th through April 21st  (8 weeks) 

Dinner in the Fellowship Hall from 5:00-6:00pm 

Classes meet from 6:00-7:30-pm .  Nursery is avail-

able for young children.  Older children are invited to 

participate in Faith Explorers! 
 

Check out these courses: 
 

A Blast From the Past: Looking at the Minor  

Prophets through the Music of Protest 
Be honest. When did you last read a book 

like Hosea? Or Amos? Or even Micah?  

Maybe the better question is “Have you 

ever read Hosea?” or “Where do I find 

Amos?”or “Who cares about Micah?” 

These are several books from part of the 

Old Testament we call the Minor Prophets. And together 

these prophets give a real “blast” of challenge to anyone 

who wonders whether God’s Word still speaks today. In 

this study we will use some of the prophetic voices of 

some of America’s greatest folksingers of the 60’s…

Bobby Dylan, Pete Seeger, and Joan Baez as the means to 

rediscover that God’s Word still speaks today! Come 

ready to hear some great music as we look at “a blast 

from the past!” 

Animate.Faith - taught by Pastor Steve 

This is a brand new, dynamic study 

that incorporates seven of the best 

Christian voices with engaging 

graphics, and enough "white space" 

to ask your own questions. If you are 

new to faith, still have lots of questions, or are ready 

to reanimate your faith, this is a great chance to ask 

questions in a safe and welcoming environment. 

Building Strong Relationships -  

led by Tyree and Bernard McDowell 

Relationships are like fine 

wine, they get better with time 

and need to be tended. This 

group is designed for anyone 

who is involved in a commit-

ted relationship—whether you 

are a long-time married couple or newly engaged—

and would like to learn skills for strengthening your 

relationship and make friends with others who are 

on the same journey. This will be a relaxed and con-

versational group that deals with the real-life issues 

of building strong relationships. 
 

Divorce Care - led by Deb Stang 

DivorceCare is a friendly, caring 

group of people who will walk along-

side you through one of life’s most 

difficult experiences. Don’t go 

through separation or divorce alone.  DivorceCare 

seminars and support groups are led by people who 

understand what you are going through and want to 

help. You’ll gain access to valuable DivorceCare 

resources to help you deal with the pain of the past 

and look forward to rebuilding your life. 

Equipped to Care - taught by Jeannie Hell-

mann and Lynn Noren 
This will be safe place to enhance your God-given 

gifts and desires to care for others.   Ephesians 4:12 

reminds us to “equip God’s people for the work of 

ministry, for building up the body of Christ.”  So 

this eight week group experience will help us be 

better equipped to minister to others, as we share 

God’s love and grace with those around us.  We will 

learn (and actually practice) useful and practical 

ways of listening, encouraging, praying for and lov-

ing others.  
 

Sign up on the blue sheet in your weekend bulle-

tin  or call the church office to sign up 763-421-

6520. 
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The last few months have been an exciting 

time at Grace! In October, we held 18 Fo-

cus Group meetings and presented the God-

given vision our leadership has been pursu-

ing, which began with Focus 20/20. During this time we had 

184 people attend representing 139 or 25% of the church 

families. We were able to engage and receive passionate 

feedback from a broad spectrum of Grace. For those who 

attended and completed a survey, 83% were in strong sup-

port of a campaign to help meet the needs identified. In ad-

dition, 116 people were willing to volunteer to help with a 

campaign. It was a time for us to ask people to join leader-

ship and begin praying for the journey ahead of us. Your 

response was truly inspirational! 

In November, we formed a Steering committee for the Free 

2B Grace Campaign. On that team, we have 13 committed 

leaders who began the process of initiating a campaign to 

help remove the roadblocks that are preventing us from 

reaching the vision before us in order to be a ministry of 

Grace in the Heart of Andover…and beyond! 

As reflected by our core value of weConnect, we have been 

challenged to reach out to every family within the Grace 

community – yes all 570 families!  In preparation for the 

kick-off event in January, we have taken steps to meet that 

goal by connecting with a number of families. Our heartfelt 

appreciation goes out to those who have already accepted 

the invitation to meet individually with the Free 2B Grace 

volunteers by engaging in conversation about the future of 

the church, praying along side the church leadership, and 

prayerfully considering a sacrificial gift to help us meet the 

vision before us.  

In the days and weeks following our Free 2B Grace Kickoff 

Event, we would ask that you be open, and warmly welcome 

a visit from fellow members of the Grace family, as we seek 

to strengthen relationships and connections here at Grace.  

May the example provided by leaders at Grace inspire us all 

with dreams and possibilities of future mission and ministry 

that we cannot conceive of right now. May the Spirit shape 

and grow us as we ponder the love God has shown us in the 

sacrifice of Jesus.  

We will hold our Annual Budget Meeting on January 22nd @ 

7:00 PM. At this meeting, we will provide a financial update 

and share the proposed budget for 2013. This will be fol-

lowed by the Congregational Meetings (at the end of each 

service) on January 26th and 27th. Please join us as we con-

tinue our journey in 2013.    

     In Him, 

     Ralph 

     

  Church Administrator: 

        Ralph Holbrook 

 Director of Worship  

& Music:   

Jonathan Orwig 

Dear Grace family, 

I want to start off 2013 by giving a big THANK-

YOU to all of our musicians and artists.  You came 

together and made Advent and Christmas a very 

wonderful and meaningful season.  It is a pleasure 

and privilege to work alongside so many talented 

and dedicated people.  You make our worship some-

thing very special - I appreciate each one of you and 

the time and energy you volunteer!   

Special thanks also to the Liturgical Arts team for 

the  Advent, Christmas and Lux service decorations, 

to those who provided special music on Christmas 

Eve, to  Jenn Hubal for her extra work and for plan-

ning the Lessons and Carols Service and  to Carroll 

Potter for lots of extra hours and services.  I feel 

blessed to be a part of Grace and such a great team! 

It seems hard to fathom, but Lent will be here before 

you know it!  In the same way we planned for  Ad-

vent and Christmas, I want to invite you to be a part 

of the choir for Lent and Easter.  Lets come together 

and make this a special time of contemplation, re-

membering and finally celebration of God’s love for 

us.  

If you are interested in joining us, you are welcome 

to show up for rehearsal on Wednesday evenings 

6:45 – 8:15 in the Worship Center.  If you have any 

questions please feel free to email me at jona-

thano@graceandover.orgj or call me at the church 

office 763-421-6520 x113. 

  

mailto:jonathano@graceandover.org
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Vision Board President: 

Mike Schaaf 

The impressive musical talents of Pastor Mark 

Hellmann, Doreen Hutchings, Jonathan Orwig, 

Mike Frazier, Emma Hellmann, Carvel Kuehn, 

Kristina Kuehn, Jason Farber, Dean Zezulka and 

Dan Johnson all came together for a wonderful per-

formance. Sonja Ebling, with the help of others, 

created a wonderful reception area that was filled 

with treats and refreshments. 
 

In both cases, it was wonderful to see all those in-

volved, whether they are from Grace or not, using 

their spiritual gifts in acts of service in different 

ways all for others in need. Both the Suttor and 

Anderson families have been confronted with 

medical issues that have had them in our prayers. 

To stand back and watch the hands and feet of God 

at work in those who volunteered, left me with a 

smile on my face and a warm feeling in my soul. 

To all those who serve – God bless. 

 

In Him, 

 

Mike Schaaf 

 

Grace Lutheran’s Got Talent 

We here at Grace Lutheran like to promote our core values, 

and recently I’ve seen them in action through a couple of 

events at church and in the community. The value I would 

like to spotlight is weServe. 
 

“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts,  

but the same Spirit is the source of them all.  

There are different kinds of service, but  

we serve the same Lord. God works in 

 different ways, but it is the same God  

who does the work in all of us”  

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 
 

People from Grace and others came together over the last 

month for a couple of fundraisers. The amount of time and 

effort that these volunteers put in was evident in the success 

of each event. 
 

The first one I attended was the Nina Lewis Suttor fundraiser 

at Ham Lake Lanes. A familiar smiling face, Carol Hoopman, 

greeted people at the front door and a wonderful woman in 

front of me paid for my admission in. Once inside, I wit-

nessed a full house using the free bowling lanes and groups 

gathered around in conversation. The silent auction room was 

overflowing with donated items, handmade items and home-

made baked goods that had the attention of most everyone. 

Above all the chatter of conversations was the voice of Jen 

Kettering announcing the next drawing and encouraging you 

to check out the silent auction room. The many yellow-shirt 

volunteers bobbed and weaved through the large crowd who 

had come out to support Nina and her family. I was outbid on 

a two scarf basket in the auction, but I was offered one of the 

two by the winning bidder, if I made a donation in addition to 

hers. Everyone went home happy with that deal. The winning 

bidder had the scarf she liked, my daughter got a purple scarf 

she likes, and Nina’s fund got some extra money. I made it 

home with a new scarf and some tasty baked treats to share 

with my family. 
 
 

The other event was put together by Jenn Hubal, our Director 

of Worship Band and Singers, on behalf of her close friends 

Peter & Katrina Anderson. This was a musical event held at 

Grace that was headlined by Jenn and her friend Joe Rand.  

They are an entertaining combination of singing talent, com-

edy and emotional testimony. Along with the singing were 

many performers on a multitude of instruments and for more 

fun there were video clips between some of the songs.  
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 Outreach Ministries: 

Celebrating God’s Grace! 

Outreach Ministries – 2012 In Review 
 

God’s grace is truly amazing and transforming!   As God’s 

love and forgiveness sinks into our hearts and minds, we 

are amazed . . . then transformed.  And together, we are 

empowered to serve God and his people, striving to live out 

our mission to be “a ministry of grace in the heart of Ando-

ver.”   

 

Here are highlights of the many outreach ministries that 

YOU, the Grace family, have invested in during the past 

year.  Praise God for His Spirit working in and through us! 

Praise God for your tireless efforts and servant’s hearts! 

 

Outreach to people locally:  
 

Faith & Community Partnership with Sand Creek Ele-

mentary School – Our church is connecting with Sand 

Creek Elementary School to help meet the needs of local 

children and families.  Grace volunteers donated bike hel-

mets, quilts, food and gas cards, and an abundance of 

Christmas gifts this year. 
 

Family Promise of Anoka County – Grace hosted Family 

Promise six different weeks during 2012, using the time 

and talents of over 350 volunteers to provide caring hospi-

tality for local families experiencing homelessness.  Also, 

many hours were invested in helping move the Day Center. 
 

Family Table Meal – Faithful volunteers continued cook-

ing & serving a complimentary meal on the third Sunday of 

each month, feeding over 900 people in our local commu-

nity. 
 

Habitat for Humanity – 14 volunteers from Grace served 

at a Habitat work site in Fridley, MN last August.  Even in 

the heat of the summer, this energetic team found joy in 

serving!       
 

Grace Quilters – More than 20 volunteers create beautiful 

quilts each Wednesday morning. In 2012, over 300 quilts 

were given to ministries, such as Hospice, Alexander 

House and Crisis Nursery. 
 

May All Be Fed food shelf – Countless volunteers donated 

an abundance of non-perishable food items. Our food shelf 

supported over 120 families in our community this year.  

Also, Grace collected and donated over 750 pounds of food 

to the local ACBC food shelf. 
 

 

Our Savior’s Shelter – Grace volunteers continued 

to serve a monthly meal at this transitional housing 

shelter in Minneapolis, ministering to so many, and 

involving over 60 Grace volunteers. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry – Volunteers weave prayers 

into the knitting and crocheting, then delivered nearly 

50 shawls and lap blankets to those who were ill or 

home bound. 
 

Hospitality for Funerals - Countless volunteers 

baked and prepared food, then many others served 

the funeral lunches hosted here at Grace.  What a tan-

gible way to serve God’s grace! 
 

Sleep Out for Homelessness – 25 youth and adults 

from Grace participated in this city wide event in Oc-

tober, and our team raised over $900 for Project 

Home outreach ministries in St. Paul. 

 

 

 

 

Reaching out to 

Help Others 

Locally! 
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Outreach to people globally : 
 

Youth Mission Trip to Milwaukee – Eight youth & 

three adults went on this summer mission trip, sharing 

God’s grace by painting homes, serving in soup kitch-

ens, and helping in the inner city. 
 

Adult Mission Trip to Haiti – 17 adults journeyed to 

Haiti in July to build playgrounds and chicken coops, 

but more importantly to build relationships with God’s 

people in Haiti.  More mission trips to Haiti are 

planned for the future in partnership with World Wide 

Village ministries. 
 

Feed My Starving Children – Over 900 volunteers 

from Grace packed 403,000 meals at FMSC in 2012, 

which will feed 1,140 kids a life-saving meal each day 

for an entire year.   Also, we coordinated efforts with 

area Lutheran churches on two weekends, and together 

we packed an additional 190,000 meals. 
 

Operation Christmas Child – Grace collected 374 

shoe boxes which were delivered around the world, and 

12 volunteers from Grace served at the OCC Distribu-

tion Warehouse. 
 

30 Hour Famine – Many students and adults partici-

pated in this hunger awareness event in March, and 

collected over $2,000 for World Vision ministries. 
 

Water Well built in Rakai, Uganda - Generous finan-

cial donation of $4,000 from Grace funded a second 

water tank at a secondary school in Uganda.  This tank 

provides clean water in a safe location for hundreds of 

students through African Children Today ministries. 
 

ELCA National Convention - Six high school stu-

dents from Grace attended this event in New Orleans, 

and they served in various community outreach minis-

tries during the week. 

 

Additional Generosity: 
Grace Bazaar - Countless volunteers raised funds by 

hosting this holiday craft and food bazaar, with pro-

ceeds being donated to a variety of outreach ministries. 
 

Noisy Offerings each week -  Over $18,000 was given 

this year.  Then all funds were sent outside the walls of 

Grace, to meet the needs of individuals and charity or-

ganizations, both locally and globally. 
 

Thank you for your serving hearts in sharing God’s 

Spirit with others. 

 

Operation Christmas 

Child! 

Feed My Starving 

Children 

Haiti Mission Team 2012 

Water Tank 

Reaching out to help  

Others Globally! 
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Senior Moments: 
According to the Grace Lutheran 

roster, there are 86 senior members 

at the present time, which is repre-

sented by 68 couples and 18 sin-

gles. 
 

We are all sorry the farmer's mar-

ket is closed for the winter season 

and can now look forward to the 

return of Summer.  One of our seniors has been serv-

ing up cold water and warm smiles to the farmers and 

customers for approximately seven years.  It is re-

warding for him, as well as another way to serve 

God, meet new friends and greet old friends.   
 

In November members of the "Graceful Seniors" 

strung the Christmas Lights in the trees outside the 

entrance to the church.  In addition three members 

picked up appliances from Warner Stallian and deliv-

ered them to the soon-to-be new Day Center for Fam-

ily Promise of Anoka County.  
  
On the third Tuesday of each month, Pastor Gene 

Heglund leads the “breakfast” seniors in a Biblically-

related study at the Farmstead in Andover.  The cur-

rent charge for a delicious breakfast buffet served by 

the Farmstead staff is $6.50.  The meeting begins at 

8:30 and is usually completed by 9:45 (because the 

seniors have other commitments!).  Reservations 

need to be made for the breakfast and there is a call-

ing committee who does this each month.   
 

If you are interested in joining us please call the 

church office.  In addition, this group attends occa-

sional plays at Lyric Arts as a group and usually 

meets at Billy’s for brunch on the Sunday of the play.  

“Hello Dolly” is on the schedule for March.  New 

Seniors are always welcomed and encouraged to at-

tend. 

 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Event! 
Calling  ALL WOMEN OF GRACE:  Mark 

your calendars and plan to attend these upcom-

ing Women’s events . . . as we connect with 

each other and grow in faith and friendships 

together! 
 

Sat. morning, March 2 - Connect with other gals from 

Grace during this morning ‘mini’ escape. 
 

Friday night, April 26 - “The Great Escape” – a night of 

Fun, Food & Fellowship, just for women 
 

Oct. 18 and 19 - “Women of Faith Conference” in St. 

Paul – a national conference of wise and witty speakers 

along with uplifting music and encouragement. 

Out of the Box!          
You are invited to step 

‘out of the box’ and 

support the Family 

Promise of Anoka 

County ministry by at-

tending this “Out of the 

Box” Fund Raiser on Thursday, Feb. 7 from 5 – 7 pm at 

Bunker Hills Activity Center.  Advanced tickets are $25, 

tickets at the door are $30.  For more information, please 

contact Jeannie Hellmann at Grace or the Family Promise 

website, www.familypromiseanoka.org 

Upcoming Events: 

Connect Class! 

Sunday, February 

10th from 5:00-7:30pm!  
 

Would you like to be more ‘connected’ at Grace?  Would 

you enjoy making friendship connections as well as 

learning about the core values and ministries of Grace?  

Are you interested in becoming a member of Grace Lu-

theran Church? 
 

If you answered ‘yes’ to any of these questions, then 

please join us for the next CONNECT class from 5 – 7:30 

pm on Sunday, Feb. 10.  We will enjoy dinner together at 

5 pm, then get more connected with each other and with 

the ministries of Grace.  And yes, there will be activities 

for the whole family on this evening, childcare will be 

provided. 
 

Please sign up by calling the church office at 421-6520 or 

indicating your interest on the blue opportunity pages in 

bulletin.  Hope to see you there. 
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Stewardship: 

Look around right now; 

See all that you possess, 

All that is yours.  

Now remind yourself 

That it all belongs to God; 

It is in your hands 

For just a moment.  

Live your life today 

Grateful 

For the abundance 

Of grace that is yours  

To give away. 

 

As I digested this with my daughter, an awareness slowly 

came over me in a way that reframed my thoughts on 

stewardship far beyond simply material things. I was taken 

with a very literal reading of this blessing. In the scanning 

of my immediate surroundings, it became very clear to me 

that nothing in the room could  hold a candle to the value I 

place on the one sitting closest to me. I was struck by my 

profound sense that material things can come and go, but 

the people closest to us, our sons and daughters, are in-

valuable and far beyond the calculations of material worth. 

 

On June 7, 2007, my older brother Jonathan passed away 

after an unsuccessful heart surgery at age 41. In the unwel-

come void of muted voices, sorrowing spirits and the dark-

ened days that followed, my parents would find the 

strength and courage to speak. What they said surprised 

me, yet it probably should not have. They are people of 

deep faith. What I learned from them is that my life, and 

the life of my siblings, have long been seen as a part of 

their stewardship journey, as our parents. 

 

In a thank you letter they sent out following Jonathan's 

funeral, they voiced their sincere gratitude to friends and 

family who had held us all in prayer during the difficult 

days of grief and loss following Jon’s death. 

 

Here is a small portion of that letter: 

Before Jon was born, Rachel and I dedicated him to the 

Lord. In Holy Baptism, he entered into the Kingdom of 

God. All our lives, Rachel and I have believed that our 

children are gifts from God and belong to God. Now we 

give Jonathan back to God with thanksgiving for 41 years 

of love and joy. This does not mean that our hearts aren't 

broken and that many tears aren't being shed. Right now, 

there is a big hole in our hearts. Our comfort comes from 

wonderful people like you and from the promises of God in 

Christ. We believe in the resurrection. 

As I lean against the kitchen counter top in these 

early hours of the morning, I give thanks for a couple 

of things. First, I thank God for my brother Jon. I 

miss him every day, and pray that we can hug or 

wrestle or both just one more time. Secondly, I give 

thanks for my parents and this stewardship lesson. It 

is a lesson, today, that brings a junior high daughter 

and her dad a step closer to understanding the vast-

ness of stewardship, the uncertainties of each mo-

ment and the gift of God-inspired perspective. These 

coming weeks will bring an avalanche of holiday 

advertisements, mostly aimed at my daughter’s 

demographic of tweens and teens. In spite of this, we 

have the opportunity to look around, recognize that it 

all belongs to God, and act according to the grace 

that has been freely given to us by God. 

 

Wherever you are right now, I invite you to look 

around at the people, places and things in your midst. 

You know what? It all belongs to God. May we stew-

ard these things, places, and yes, especially the peo-

ple and relationships with the same abundance in 

which they were given to us. 

Moving? Or Relocating for a Season? 

Don’t forget to let us know! 
 

If you are moving, changing from a land line to a cell 

phone, changing your cell phone number or e-mail 

address, please let Kris Miller know of these changes 

so that we can keep our church database as current as 

possible. Either call the Church Office at 763-421-

6520 Ext. 101 with your changes, or e-mail Kris 

Miller at Krism@graceandover.org.  Your help is 

greatly appreciated. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 
Anoka-Hennepin 
Christmas Break 
No SONday School 
8:00 AM Traditional 
Worship 
9:00 AM Blended Wor-
ship  
10:20 AM Contempo-
rary Worship  
6:00 PM High School 
Youth New Years Eve 
Party 

31 
Anoka-Hennepin 
Christmas Break 
6:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study 
3:30 PM Music 

Academy 

1 
Office CLOSED! 
Anoka-Hennepin Christ-
mas Break 
New Year's Day 
10:00 AM Golden Rule 

Yoga Class 

2 
6:30 AM 5 Star Professionals 
9:00 AM Quilters 
9:30 AM WOW 
1:00 PM Ruth Circle 
3:30 PM Music Academy 
4:30 PM Music Academy 
5:00 PM Sunday School Drama 
Meeting 
5:30 PM Catechism Leader Meet-
ing 
6:30 PM Catechism 

6:30 PM Rockin' Kids Bible Club  

3 
6:30 PM Cub Scout 
Den 6 
6:30 PM Yoga De-
votions  
7:00 PM SaLT 
Team Meeting 
7:00 PM Worship 

Team Practice 

4 
1:00 PM Photo 

Session 

5 
7:30 AM Men's 
Bible Study 
8:00 AM Grace 
Music Academy 
8:00 AM Music 
Academy 
9:00 AM Baptism 
Class 
5:00 PM Worship & 

SONday School 

6 
Epiphany 
Family Worship Sunday 
8:00 AM Traditional 
Worship 
9:00 AM Blended Wor-
ship & SONday School 
10:20 AM Contempo-
rary Worship & SON-
day School 
3:00 PM Cadette Troop 
3:00 PM High School 
Dojo 
4:00 PM Steering Com-

mittee Meeting 

7 
6:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study 
3:30 PM Music 
Academy 
Pastoral Care Team 
Meeting 
7:00 PM Monday 
Night Women's 
Group 

8 
10:00 AM Golden Rule 
Yoga Class 
2:00 PM Music Acad-
emy 
4:00 PM Music Acad-
emy 
4:30 PM Music Acad-
emy 
6:00 PM Girl Scout 
Troop 14042 
6:30 PM Vision Board 
7:00 PM Women's 

Ministry Team Meeting 

9 
6:30 AM 5 Star Professionals 
9:00 AM Quilters 
9:30 AM WOW 
1:00 PM All Staff Meeting 
3:30 PM Music Academy 
4:30 PM Music Academy 
6:30 PM Catechism 
6:30 PM Rockin' Kids Bible Club  

6:45 PM Adult Choir Practice 

10 
6:30 PM Boy Scouts 
Den 7, Pack 414 
6:30 PM Yoga De-
votions  
7:00 PM Adult Min-
istry Leadership 
Huddle 
7:00 PM Worship 

Team Practice 

11 
7:00 PM Pre-

Pare Retreat 

12 
Campaign Kick Off! 
7:30 AM Men's 
Bible Study 
8:00 AM Grace 
Music Academy 
8:00 AM Music 
Academy 
8:00 AM PrePare 
Retreat 
5:00 PM Worship & 

SONday School 

13 
Campaign Kick Off 
Event! 
8:00 AM Traditional 
Worship 
9:00 AM Blended Wor-
ship & SONday School 
10:20 AM Contempo-
rary Worship & SON-
day School 
3:00 PM High School 
Dojo 
4:00 PM Steering Com-

mittee Meeting 

14 
6:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study 
3:30 PM Music 
Academy 
6:30 PM Boy Scout 
Troop 414 
7:00 PM Monday 
Night Women's 
Group 

15 
8:30 AM Graceful Sen-
iors Breakfast 
10:00 AM Golden Rule 
Yoga Class 
2:00 PM Music Acad-
emy 
4:00 PM Music Acad-
emy 
4:30 PM Music Acad-
emy 
 
6:30 PM Haiti Informa-

tional Meeting 

16 
Staff Outing! 
6:30 AM 5 Star Professionals 
9:00 AM Property Team Meeting 
9:00 AM Quilters 
9:30 AM WOW 
3:30 PM Music Academy 
4:30 PM Music Academy 
6:30 PM Catechism Small Group 
6:30 PM Parent University 
6:30 PM Rockin' Kids Bible Club  

6:45 PM Adult Choir Practice 

17 
6:30 PM Cub Scout 
Den 6 
6:30 PM Yoga De-
votions  
7:00 PM Worship 

Team Practice 

18 19 
7:30 AM Men's 
Bible Study 
8:00 AM Grace 
Music Academy 
8:00 AM Music 
Academy 
5:00 PM Worship & 

SONday School 

20 
Baptism Sunday 
8:00 AM Traditional 
Worship 
9:00 AM Blended Wor-
ship & SONday School 
10:20 AM Contempo-
rary Worship & SON-
day School 
 
3:00 PM High School 
Dojo 
4:00 PM Steering Com-
mittee Meeting 

5:30 PM Family Table  

21 
Anoka-Hennepin 
School Holiday 
Martin L. King, Jr. 
Day 
6:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study 
3:30 PM Music 
Academy 
6:30 PM Den 3 
Webelos 1 
7:00 PM Monday 
Night Women's 
Group 

22 
10:00 AM Andover 
Ramsey Mom's Club 
10:00 AM Golden Rule 
Yoga Class 
2:00 PM Music Acad-
emy 
4:00 PM Music Acad-
emy 
4:30 PM Music Acad-
emy 
7:00 PM Budget Hear-

ing 

23 
6:30 AM 5 Star Professionals 
9:00 AM Quilters 
9:30 AM WOW 
3:30 PM Music Academy 
4:30 PM Music Academy 
5:30 PM Catechism Leader Meet-
ing 
6:30 PM Catechism 
6:30 PM Rockin' Kids Bible Club  

6:45 PM Adult Choir Practice 

24 
6:30 PM Yoga De-
votions  
7:00 PM Worship 

Team Practice 

25 

 

26 
Congregational 
Meeting 
7:30 AM Men's 
Bible Study 
8:00 AM Grace 
Music Academy 
8:00 AM Music 
Academy 
 

27 
Congregational Meeting 
8:00 AM Traditional 
Worship 
9:00 AM Blended Wor-
ship & SONday School 
10:20 AM Contempo-
rary Worship & SON-
day School 
3:00 PM High School 
Dojo 
4:00 PM Steering Com-

mittee Meeting 

28 
6:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study 
3:30 PM Music 
Academy 
6:30 PM Boy Scout 
Troop 414 
7:00 PM Monday 
Night Women's 
Group 

29 
10:00 AM Golden Rule 
Yoga Class 
2:00 PM Music Acad-
emy 
4:00 PM Music Acad-
emy 
4:30 PM Music Acad-
emy 
 

30 
6:30 AM 5 Star Professionals 
9:00 AM Quilters 
9:30 AM WOW 
3:30 PM Music Academy 
4:30 PM Music Academy 
6:30 PM Catechism 
6:30 PM Rockin' Kids Bible Club  

6:45 PM Adult Choir Practice 

31 
6:30 PM Yoga De-
votions  
7:00 PM Worship 

Team Practice 

1 
5:30 PM Fair-
child/Schille 
Rehearsal 

2 
Groundhog Day 
7:30 AM Men's 
Bible Study 
8:00 AM Grace 
Music Academy 
8:00 AM Music 
Academy 
2:30 PM Fairchild/
Schille Wedding 
5:00 PM Worship & 

SONday School 
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February 2013 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 
Congregational Meeting 
8:00 AM Traditional Wor-
ship 
9:00 AM Blended Worship 
& SONday School 
10:20 AM Contemporary 
Worship & SONday School 
3:00 PM High School Dojo 
4:00 PM Steering Commit-

tee Meeting 

28 
6:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study 
3:30 PM Music Acad-
emy 
7:00 PM Monday Night 

Women's Group 

29 
10:00 AM Golden Rule 
Yoga Class 
2:00 PM Music Acad-
emy 
4:00 PM Music Acad-
emy 
4:30 PM Music Acad-
emy 
 

30 
6:30 AM 5 Star Profession-
als 
9:00 AM Quilters 
9:30 AM WOW 
3:30 PM Music Academy 
4:30 PM Music Academy 
6:30 PM Catechism 
6:30 PM Rockin' Kids Bible 
Club  
6:45 PM Adult Choir Prac-

tice 

31 
6:30 PM Yoga De-
votions  
7:00 PM Worship 

Team Practice 

1 
5:30 PM Fair-
child/Schille 
Rehearsal 

2 
Groundhog Day 
7:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study 
8:00 AM Grace Mu-
sic Academy 
8:00 AM Music 
Academy 
2:30 PM Fairchild/
Schille Wedding 
5:00 PM Worship & 

SONday School 

3 
Boy Scout Sunday 
Family Worship Sunday 
Superbowl Sunday 
8:00 AM Traditional Wor-
ship 
9:00 AM Blended Worship 
& SONday School 
10:20 AM Contemporary 
Worship & SONday School 
3:00 PM High School Dojo 
4:00 PM Steering Commit-

tee Meeting 

4 
6:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study 
3:30 PM Music Acad-
emy 
6:30 PM Pastoral Care 
Team Meeting 
7:00 PM Monday Night 

Women's Group 

5 
10:00 AM Golden Rule 
Yoga Class 
2:00 PM Music Acad-
emy 
4:00 PM Music Acad-
emy 
4:30 PM Music Acad-
emy 
6:30 PM Family Prom-

ise Volunteer Training 

6 
6:30 AM 5 Star Profession-
als 
9:00 AM Quilters 
9:30 AM WOW 
1:00 PM Ruth Circle 
3:30 PM Music Academy 
4:30 PM Music Academy 
6:30 PM Catechism 
6:30 PM Rockin' Kids Bible 
Club  
6:45 PM Adult Choir Prac-

tice 

7 
6:30 PM Boy Scouts 
Den 7, Pack 414 
6:30 PM Cub Scout 
Den 6 
6:30 PM Yoga De-
votions  
7:00 PM SaLT Team 
Meeting 
7:00 PM Worship 

Team Practice 

8  
30-Hour       
Famine! 

 

9 
7:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study 
8:00 AM Grace Mu-
sic Academy 
8:00 AM Music 
Academy 
9:00 AM Feed My 
Starving Children 
11:30 AM Feed My 
Starving Children 
5:00 PM Worship & 

SONday School 

10 
Transfiguration Sunday 
8:00 AM Traditional Wor-
ship 
9:00 AM Blended Worship 
& SONday School 
10:20 AM Contemporary 
Worship & SONday School 
3:00 PM High School Dojo 
4:00 PM Steering Commit-
tee Meeting 

5:00 PM Connect Class 

11 
6:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study 
3:30 PM Music Acad-
emy 
7:00 PM Monday Night 

Women's Group 

12 
10:00 AM Golden Rule 
Yoga Class 
2:00 PM Music Acad-
emy 
4:00 PM Music Acad-
emy 
4:30 PM Music Acad-
emy 

6:30 PM Vision Board 

13 
Ash Wednesday 
Beginning of Lent 
6:30 AM 5 Star Profession-
als 
9:00 AM Quilters 
9:30 AM WOW 
3:30 PM Music Academy 
4:30 PM Music Academy 
7:00 PM Ash Wednesday 
Worship Service 
8:00 PM Adult Choir Prac-

tice 

14 
Valentine's Day 
6:30 PM Yoga De-
votions  
7:00 PM Adult Minis-
try Leadership Hud-
dle 
7:00 PM Worship 

Team Practice 

15 16 
New Members 
Weekend 
7:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study 
8:00 AM Grace Mu-
sic Academy 
8:00 AM Music 
Academy 
5:00 PM Worship & 
SONday School 

17 
New Members Weekend 
Baptism Sunday 
Family Promise 
8:00 AM Traditional Wor-
ship 
9:00 AM Blended Worship 
& SONday School 
10:20 AM Contemporary 
Worship & SONday School 
 
3:00 PM High School Dojo 
4:00 PM Steering Commit-
tee Meeting 
5:30 PM Family Promise 

5:30 PM Family Table  

18 
Anoka-Hennepin 
School Holiday 
Family Promise 
Presidents' Day 
6:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study 
3:30 PM Music Acad-
emy 
5:30 PM Family Prom-
ise 
7:00 PM Monday Night 

Women's Group 

19 
Anoka-Hennepin 
School Holiday 
Family Promise 
8:30 AM Graceful Sen-
iors Breakfast 
10:00 AM Golden Rule 
Yoga Class 
2:00 PM Music Acad-
emy 
4:00 PM Music Acad-
emy 
4:30 PM Music Acad-
emy 
5:30 PM Family Prom-
ise 
 

20 
Family Promise 
6:30 AM 5 Star Profession-
als 
9:00 AM Property Team 
Meeting 
9:00 AM Quilters 
9:30 AM WOW 
3:30 PM Music Academy 
4:30 PM Music Academy 
5:30 PM Family Promise 
5:30 PM Lenten Supper 
6:30 PM Catechism 
6:30 PM Rockin' Kids Bible 
Club  
7:00 PM Lenten Worship 
Service 
8:00 PM Adult Choir Prac-

21 
Family Promise 
5:30 PM Family 
Promise 
6:30 PM Cub Scout 
Den 6  
6:30 PM Yoga De-
votions  
7:00 PM Worship 

Team Practice 

22 
Family Prom-
ise 
5:30 PM Fam-
ily Promise 
6:00 PM Din-

ner & a Movie 

23 
Family Promise 
7:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study 
8:00 AM Grace Mu-
sic Academy 
8:00 AM Music 
Academy 
5:00 PM Worship & 
SONday School 
5:30 PM Family 

Promise 

24 
8:00 AM Traditional Wor-
ship 
9:00 AM Blended Worship 
& SONday School 
10:20 AM Contemporary 
Worship & SONday School 
3:00 PM High School Dojo 
4:00 PM Steering Commit-
tee Meeting 
5:00 PM Sunday Nights @ 

Grace 

25 
6:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study 
3:30 PM Music Acad-
emy 
6:30 PM Boy Scout 
Troop 414 
7:00 PM Monday Night 

Women's Group 

26 
10:00 AM Andover 
Ramsey Mom's Club 
10:00 AM Golden Rule 
Yoga Class 
2:00 PM Music Acad-
emy 
4:00 PM Music Acad-
emy 
4:30 PM Music Acad-
emy 
6:00 PM Girl Scout 

Troop 13569 

27 
6:30 AM 5 Star Profession-
als 
9:00 AM Quilters 
9:30 AM WOW 
3:30 PM Music Academy 
4:30 PM Music Academy 
5:30 PM Lenten Supper 
6:30 PM Catechism 
6:30 PM Rockin' Kids Bible 
Club  
7:00 PM Lenten Worship 
Service 
8:00 PM Adult Choir Prac-

tice 

28 
6:30 PM Yoga De-
votions  
7:00 PM Worship 

Team Practice 

1 
World Day of 

Prayer 

2 
7:30 AM Men's Bible 
Study 
8:00 AM Grace Mu-
sic Academy 
8:00 AM Music 
Academy 
9:00 AM Baptism 
Class 
9:00 AM Women's 
Event 
5:00 PM Worship & 

SONday School 
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Youth Happenings: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catechism is going 

to be awesome this 

spring. First of all, we won the Youthworks video com-

petition with our Twelve Days of Christmas video! (if 

you haven't seen it, check it out on our Grace Andover 

Youth YouTube channel). That means we got a FREE 

PIZZA PARTY on January 9th during catechism. This 

spring our study will focus on the Lord’s Prayer. This, 

combined with the five-week journey of Lent, should be 

a meaningful time of spiritual growth and deepening of 

friendships. 

What: The 30 Hour 

famine experience 

gives students a better 

understanding of the 

effects of poverty and hunger on children in the world 

and gives them an opportunity to see how they can make 

a difference by raising funds to help meet the needs of 

these children  and serve Jesus as we are called to do. 

How: Students will take pledges to sponsor them for 

going without food for 30 hours, during which time they 

will learn about poverty and serve others.  During this 

time they will have water and juice to drink . This is 

NOT a test of endurance and participants will be al-

lowed to stop participating if they feel weak or ill. 

When:  The famine will start on Friday, Feb. 8 after the 

students eat lunch at school.  We will begin our Famine 

activities at church at 6:30pm and we will finish up on 

Saturday Feb. 9 by attending our 5:00 worship service 

and then breaking the fast (eating!) in our fellowship 

hall.  We will have a schedule of Saturday activities and 

our sleeping arrangements prior to the event. 

Sign up:  We need your parent’s permission for you to 

participate. We would like to set a minimum goal of $50 

in pledges to attend. It would be great if you could get  

several people to sponsor you $1.00 per hour.   This is 

not just about raising money, but about raising our 

awareness to the needs of others in the world.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winter Retreat 2013 

This year we’re going on 

a Ski Trip to                    

Spirit Mountain.  

(there’s tubing and a zip 

line, too, for those who don’t ski) 

Date:  February 18 & 19, 2013 

Cost: $135 

Theme: More Like Falling in 

Love 

Come fall with us this February as 

we travel north for our retreat.  We 

will figure out how to navigate the 

slopes, and will likely have a few 

falls along the way. That’s OK, we just get back up 

and start again. Likewise, as we continue to figure out 

our relationship with Jesus, we will also encounter 

some setbacks. Join us as we discover more about our 

journey with Jesus and how that helps us to see How 

We Fit into God’s plan for us. 

We will get in some slope time both days at Spirit 

Mountain….you can ski or snowboard.  If you need a 

lesson,  that’s fine! Plus we’ll stay overnight in Duluth 

at a hotel (with a pool!) 

 Register by Sunday, January 20…balance due by 

February 10, 2013 

We are half way through our How Do I Fit? Project. 

We spent the fall looking at the Me God is Creating. 

We learned that God is making each of us as wonder-

fully unique creations, each with a unique style, a set 

of gifts, and a story that shapes us. If you haven’t met 

with your mentor yet, don’t give up, you can still 

catch up. Be sure to invite your mentors to the OYF 

Sunday on February 3, so they can connect with Pas-

tor Steve and the other mentors during the small group 

time.  
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March Baptism Workshop  - Sat. March 2 - 9:00am 

Baptism is an important step in the life of a family.  A Bap-

tism Workshop will be offered for parents who would like 

to have their child baptized here at Grace, on Saturday, 

March 2 at 9:00am.  During the workshop, you will have an 

opportunity to explore what Baptism means for you and 

your child, as your family takes this step in your faith jour-

ney. We will share with you, insights on raising a child 

who knows and loves God.  The next Baptism Workshop 

will be May 4 at 9 a.m.  Please contact Monica Allen at 

monicaa@graceandover.org or the church office to sign up 

for the workshop. 

 

 

No Rockin’ Kids Bible 

Club on Ash Wednesday 

February 13th. 

 

 

 

SONday School Birthday Offering 

We have collected $76.48 in Birthday Offering 

since September!  Wow!  That is enough to pur-

chase almost four flocks of chicks which could 

be up to 200 chicks that will bless four families 

in the world.  Kids at Grace are making a difference!  Birth-

day offerings will be collected on 2nd – 5th Sundays of the 

month.   

 

 

Family Worship Weekend  

February 3rd & March 3rd 

 Children will begin in Worship Services with their families 

and then be dismissed to SONday School after the Chil-

dren’s Sermon 

 

 

SONday School Memory Work 

Each SONday School class is working on 

their own special memory piece for the year.  

When kids are ready, they may recite to Kim 

or Monica, and then they can pick a surprise 

from the “Prize Well”! 

 

 

 

Children Ministry: 

Dinner and a Movie 

Friday, February 22nd 6 – 

8:30 p.m. 

Families, with kids 3 years 

old-5th grade, are invited for 

dinner, movie, fellowship and 

fun!  Parents must stay the 

entire evening.  We will begin with a meal served in the 

Fellowship Hall and then we will head into the Theater 

(Worship Center) to watch the movie “The Lorax”.  

Please watch the blue opportunity sheets to register 

your family. 

 

Having great family fellowship opportunities, takes a 

team of volunteers.  Help is needed with table set up, 

cooking, serving, and cleaning up the theater following 

the movie.  If you can help, please contact Kim 

DeVries at kimd@graceandover.org or sign up on the 

blue sheets. 

 

 

Saturday, March 30th  -  10:00am – 

11:30am 

We will have fun games, crafts, stories, 

and an exciting hunt!  RSVP to Kim 

DeVries kimd@graceandover.org 

 

 

It’s not too early to start thinking about VBS! 

Put June 10 – 14th 9:30am –Noon on your calendar! 

Our Theme this year is “Tell It On the Mountain” 
 

Tell It On the Mountain VBS will take us on an expedi-

tion to the top of five mountains and teach us more 

about God’s might and grace and His Son, Jesus our 

Savior and Lord! Get excited to sing fun songs, do 

crazy crafts, eat yummy snacks, and more. Plus, you’ll 

learn all about Jesus so that you can go TELL everyone 

about Him!  Can’t wait to see you there!  
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GREEN SNEAKERS  

Helping People & Our Planet 
 

PLEASE clean out your closets and donate your old sneakers . . .  any size, any color, any condition! 
 

Your used tennis shoes will be reused as affordable footwear for people in need around the world, plus 

it saves the landfills from being polluted with rubber soles that do not decompose. 
 

And here’s another plus:  your donated shoes will help raise funds for the ‘Rum River Against Hunger’ Event on March 

22, when elementary school children will pack meals to be shipped to hungry children around the world.   
 

So, clean out your closets and bring your old tennis shoes to the church lobby with the shoestrings tied together and 

place shoes in the designated bin by Feb. 28.  Please  contact Stacy Lysne, at 413-1309 with any questions. 

 Family Promise of  

 Anoka County 

 February 17-24, 2013 

 
What is this ministry? 

Family Promise is a community outreach to families who are 

temporarily in a homeless situation.  The Family Promise 

guests spend their days at the Day Center in Ramsey, using 

community resources to connect to jobs and community re-

sources.   Then they enjoy the hospitality of local churches, 

such as Grace, during the evening hours as they gather for 

nutritious meals and safe overnight shelter. 
 

Our Host Week: 

Grace Lutheran will host Family Promise guests the week of 

Feb. 17 through 24, 2013. 
 

How Can I Help? 

YOU can help with this ministry by cooking a meal for 16 

people one evening.  Or you may prefer to set the table, 

serve the meal or clean up the kitchen.  Perhaps you would 

like to donate food supplies, or sleep overnight at Grace to 

provide a safe shelter for our guests.  Or maybe you’d enjoy 

dining with our guests and chatting with them for a few 

hours and serving as an Evening Host.  Or you might like to 

drive the van and transport guests to and from the day cen-

ter, or maybe help set up the beds on Sunday before our 

guests arrive.  Yes, Grace will provide Volunteer Training 

for all volunteers, so that you will feel equipped and ready to 

serve! 
 

Did You Know? 

The opportunities are endless, the volunteers are countless, 

and the rewards are PRICELESS as we continue to serve 

God and His people through Family Promise of Anoka 

County.  Please contact Jeannie Hellmann to volunteer at 

421-6520, ext. 122. 

Feed My Starving Children  

Saturday, Feb. 9 

9-11am or 11:30-1:30pm 
Two Shifts . . . 240 Volunteers  

 

Join us Sat. Feb. 9 at Feed My Starving Children in 

Coon Rapids as children & adults hand-pack meals 

specifically formulated for malnourished children,.  

These meals are then shipped to nearly 70 countries 

around the world. 
 

Please register on-line for faster check-in at Feed My 

Starving Children.   
 

1. Go to www.fmsc.org 

2. Click “Register to volunteer” 

3. Click “Permanent site” to register on line 

4. Click “Join an existing group or family” 

5. Under group name, type in “Grace Lutheran”  

6. Choose the shift that you’d like to volunteer, then 

click “join” 

7. Click “confirm” 
 

You will be prompted to set up an account the first 

time you register, after that it will be easy for you to 

reserve or change your volunteer spots on line. 
 

*** If you do not have access to a computer, please 

call the church office (421-6520) or sign up on the 

blue opportunity pages in bulletin. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not 

hesitate to contact Jeannie Hellmann at 763-421-6520, 

ext.122 or email her at jeannieh@graceandover.org
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w w w . g r a c e a n d o v e r . o r g  g r a c e     n o t e s  

Dear friends - 

What a year of blessings! One of the best things 

about 2012 was being able to say “YES” more often 

to children and organizations waiting for our food.  

With the help of our volunteers and donors, we pro-

duced 160 million meals. That’s a huge blessing! 

I’m sincerely thankful for all of you – for your time 

and treasure to make a tremendous difference in the 

lives of children.  Your passion and commitment are 

deeply encouraging to all of us at FMSC. 

 

Thank you and God bless you, 

 

Mark Crea 

CEO 

Feed My Starving Children 

 

PS.  I’m going to let you in on a little secret:  with 

your help we want to produce 190 million meals in 

2013.  Please continue to volunteer and support us.  

We can’t do this without you! 

Thank You: 

This photo is showing students using water from the new 

water tank on laundry day.  The tank continues to be a 

blessing for so many.    

Dear Grace Family- 

 

Thank you for your thoughts, prayers, cards and vis-

its during my recovery. Also, thanks for the lovely 

Prayer Shawl. All was greatly appreciated. 

 

Betty Peterson 

To the Grace Family , 

We send you a very belated but still heartfelt THANK 

YOU for your generous donation of a second water tank to 

the Ssanje Secondary School in Rakai, Uganda this past 

summer. The water tanks have helped so many students and 

staff!  They now have access to water that is clean and safe 

to drink, something that we in the United States never 

worry about.  Dysentery and cholera are much less of 

a presence in their lives.  In addition, young women are 

often subject to rape when walking to and from the few 

water sources.  Having a water tank a short distance from 

the girl's dormitory has given them much needed safety. 

We are thankful on many different levels! 

Many blessings to Grace Lutheran Church!  Our friends in 

Rakai feel so blessed that their adoptive church cared about 

their brothers and sisters in another part of the 

world.  Please feel the love and prayers they send daily in 

your direction.   

On behalf of the volunteers at ACT (African Children To-

day) and RODI (Rakai Orphan Development Initiative) 

please accept our humble thanks for spreading Christ's love 

on earth.   

 

Sally Greer  

African Children Today  

Edina, MN  
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Join us for the next 8 week session of  

Sunday Evenings @ Grace  
Beginning Sunday, February 24th through April 21st from 5:00-7:30pm  

Dinner & Childcare provided! 
 

Don’t Miss being  part of the best Spring line-up yet…… 

 

A Blast From the Past: The Minor Prophets through the Music of Protest with Pastor Mark 

Animate.Faith - taught by Pastor Steve 

Building Strong Relationships - led by Tyree and Bernard McDowell 

Divorce Care - led by Deb Stang 

Equipped to Care - taught by Jeannie Hellmann and Lynn Noren 

 

                            See page 3 for all the details and sign up TODAY! 


